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c ustomers, like eth anol p l ants, o ver 100 ,000 t herms, ar e
currently exempt from neg otiation. This w ould retrain...we
would need to retain c urrent law . We 'd need to wri t e an
amendment t o tha t effect. Kansas probably has an overweening
kind of regulation. T hey have a sort of a mother -may-I'
approach with respect to issuing dividends or getting loans. We
would cu t b a ck o n t h a t i d e a . Bo t h p a r t i e s a g r ee d t h a t t h a t
needs to be done. Ther e is a consumer p rotection p rogram in
Kansas that is probably overreaching and relatively expensive.
W e can get the same thing less expensively and ye t still hav e
consumer protection i f we use the Wyoming model. Both parties
a re a f t e r f i n d i ng t he r i g h t b a l an c e o n t h a t i d e a . A l l pa r t i e s
r ecognize t hat f r om muni c i p a l l y - o wned g as sys t ems o t he r t ha n
MUD, certificated areas w ould mak e sen se. We 'd need some
language to do that. We don't now have it but we' re prepared to
f in d i t . Bo t h p a r t i e s , a l l p a r t i e s n ow a c kn o w l e dg e t h at t h e r e
i s a c om i n g f i g h t b e t we e n MUD and A q u i l a , b u t t h e h om e f o r t ha t
would b e a no t h e r b i l l . LB 6 5 0 sp r i ng s t o mi nd . La st l y , we
would need some language on rate building, so that we would find
o ut w ha t t h e s t a n da r d wa s , wh e t he r i t wa s j u s t , r e a so n ab l e ,
nondiscriminatory rates, terms, and conditions. And here we' re
committed to looking at surrounding states to f ind ap propriate
standards; also to de fine th a t se t o f power s tha t sta te
regulators have like the power to lower r a tes, or der re funds,
i ssue c i v i l o r c r i mi n a l p e n a l t i e s f o r n on c o m p l i an c e . I n ot h e r
words, the agenda for further negotiations is p resent an d all
parties are w il ling t o sit down and do that. W ith that, they
are prepared to move this amendment today with these things, the
committee amendments and an amendment with respect t o fun ding,
which I will explain whe n ti m e is ready. W ith that ,
Mr. Speaker, I will answer any questions you may have. I ask
for the advancement of LB 790.

SENATOR CVDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r L a nd i s . The r e a r e
committee amendments. Senato r Har tnett, t o open on the
committee amendments to LB 790.

SENATOR HARTNETT: M r . President and members of the body, the
committee amendments do four things. First, a new s e ction is
added which grants the Public Service Commission the full power,
authority, and jurisdiction to supervise natural gas public
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