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change this, and it probably does reed to be freshened up
because it hasn't been talked about significantly since 1987.
But the fact of the matter is the program works. And we had
extensive discussions in executive session and I think the
general sense is, at least for me is, is that we want to satisfy
the citizens' concerns for some sort of reform, some additional
disclosure, some wage requirements, whatever that may be, but I
think that if we leave here and that we have significantly
harmed LB 775, then we will have done the wrong thing for our
constituents. Could it be freshened up? Should it be talked
about? Absolutely. But if we harm this program in a
significant way, I think that we will harm our state for years
to come. I'm generally supportive of the committee amendments.
There are some things that trouble me, particularly the
slaughterhouses. It's interesting to me that I grew up hearing
slaughterhouses called as meatpacking facilities, but as soon as
want to attach a negative connotation to that and eliminate them
from the LB 775 credit mix, that all of a sudden they are
attached a negative name, such as slaughterhouses. But I'm
going to support not putting in the slaughterhouses. I think
they should be exclu...or included in the LB 775 mix. And I've
got some pretty good information of what value-added is, and 1
was Jjust discussing this with Senator Louden. I think one of
the most important things that we need to do and start
concentrating on here 1in Nebraska 1is increasing our...is
increasing adding value to our ag products. And until we do
that, I think this state 1is going to continue to lag behind
financially. We're one of the leading producers in corn and
beef and pork and one of the last producers in terms of making
flour out of that wheat or steaks out of that beef. We need to
start adding value to our products. And I do believe that while
the slaughterhouse industry, the meatpacking industry is not
perfect, I think that we need to add some value. Again, I think
if we leave this session having significantly harmed LB 775, we
will do an injustice, a disservice to our constituents.
However, I do believe that now is the time to look at it, some
additional disclosures, some wage requirements, and that's what
we're doing here. 1I'm going to support a significant part of
the committee amendments, but there are some things that I think
need to be worked on.
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