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change this, and it p robably d oes re e d to be fres hened up
because it ha s n't been talked about significantly since 1987.
But the fact of the matter is the program works. And we had
e xten s i v e d i s cu s s i o n s i n ex e c u t i v e se s s i on a n d I t h i nk t he
general sense is, at least for me is, is that we want to satisfy
the citizens' concerns for some sort of reform, some a dditional
d is c l o s u r e , so me w a g e r eq u i r em e n t s , wh a t e v e r t h at m ay be , b u t I
t h in k t ha t i f we l ea v e h e r e a n d t h a t we ha v e s i g n i f i c an t l y
harmed LB 775, t hen we w ill have done the wrong thing for our
constituents. Could it be freshened up? Should it be talked
a bout ? Ab s o l u t e l y . Bu t i f we h a r m t h i s p r o g r am i n a
significant way, I think that we will harm our state fo r yea rs
to come. I 'm generally supportive of the committee amendments.
There ar e s ome t h i ng s t h a t t r o ub l e me , p a r t i cu l a r l y t he
slaughterhouses. It ' s interesting to me that I grew up hearing
slaughterhouses called as meatpacking facilities, but as soon as
want t o a t t a c h a ne g a t i v e co n n o t a t i o n t o t h a t a n d e l i mi n a t e t h em
from the LB 775 credit mix, that a ll of a sudd e n th e y are
a t t a c he d a ne g a t i v e n ame , su ch a s s l au g h t e r h o u s e s . Bu t I ' m
going t o s u p por t n o t pu t t i ng i n t he s l au g h t e r h ouses . I t h i nk
they should be exclu...or included in the LB 775 mix. And I' ve
got some pre t t y g o o d i n f o r ma t i o n o f w h a t va l u e - a dded i s , and I
was j u st d i s cu s s i n g t h i s wi t h Se n a t o r Lo u d e n . I t h i n k o ne o f
t he mo st i mpo r t an t t h i ng s t h a r. we n ee d t o d o a n d s t a r t
concentrating on here in Nebr aska is increasing o u r ...is
increasing adding value to our ag products. And u ntil we d o
t hat , I t h i nk t h i s st a t e i s g o i ng t o co n t i nu e t o l a g b eh i n d
financially. We' re one of the leading producers in corn and
beef and pork and one of the last producers in terms of making
f l ou r o ut o f t h a t wh e at o r st ea k s o u t o f t h a t b e e f . We ne e d t o
s tar t a dd i ng va l u e t o ou r p r o du c t s . An d I d o b e l i e ve t h at wh i l e
the slaughterhouse industry, the meatpacking industry is not
p er f e c t , I t h i n k t ha t we ne e d t o ad d so m e v a l u e . Ag a i n , I t h i n k
if we leave this session having significantly harmed LB 775, we
will do an inju stice, a d isservice t o our con s tituents.
However , I d o b e l i ev e t h a t n ow i s t h e t i me t o l o ok a t i t , some
additional disclosures, some wage requirements, and that's what
we' re doing here. I'm going to support a significant part of
the committee amendments, but there are some things that I think
n eed t o b e wo r k e d o n .
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