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is something that can do us a lot of good in w e stern N ebraska.
Our area out there has to promote tourism. At the present time,
with t h e ec on o mi c s i t u a t i on s w e h a v e o ut t he r e , we ' r e wo r k i ng o n
economic de v e l o pment , b u t us u a l l y w e h av e t r o u b l e f i nd i n g l i gh t
industry to come into th e are as. We have tourists co ming
through all o f the time. We have areas with plenty of scenery
to work with. So whatever we can do to promote our tourism I 'm
sure will help our area considerably. And I thank you.

SENATOR ENGEL: Thank you, Senator Louden. Senator Tyson.

SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Senator Engel. Ladies and gentlemen,
this is a tax p aid by strangers. And it is a tax that I have
paid all ove r the Un ited St ates whe n I was trave l ing
commerci a l l y . I c a n t e l l y ou t h a t nev e r onc e , ne v e r on c e d i d I
contemplate sleeping in the back seat of my car rather than p a y
the l ev y . To me , t h i s i s a ve r y s i mp l e q u e s t i o n . We ma y no t
want t o t a x o u rs e l v e s , b u t I t hi nk t ax i n g s t r a n g er s i s per f ec t l y
f i ne , a nd I i n t e n d t o su p po r t t h i s b i l l . I u r ge e v e r y o ne o f
you to support this bill. Thank you very much.

SENATOR ENGEL: Than k you, Senator Tyson. Senator Eidman, you
a re r e cogn i z ed .

SENATOR ERDNAN: Thank you , Mr . President, members o f the
Legislature. I rise, I believe, in opposition, because I still
have some concerns that were pointed out in LB 99. But I wou ld
like to comment on just what Senator Tyson has said, that this
i s a tax paid by strangers. Well , not necessarily, because I
don't see in the bill where it says that this tax only applies
to people that don't live in Nebraska or people that don't live
in my county, because obviously we can't write a law that way.
This would also apply to everybody else in the state of Nebraska
who's l o o k i ng t o do a co n ve n t i o n i n t h e g r e a t t own o f Si dn e y , i f
that county decided they were going to r a ise their local tax
2 percent . An or ga n i z a t i o n i s go i n g t o p a y t h a t as w e l l . Those
are citizens o f the state of Nebraska. So again, it's another
tax, focused on a different idea. I 'm not say ing th a t what
Senator Louden is proposing i sn't la udable. I thin k it' s
i mpor t an t t h a t we d o t h i n g s i n t h e s t a t e o f Ne b r a s k a t o p r o mo t e
tourism. I ...fantastic. I can give you a couple of great
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