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have t he o p p o r t un i t y t o s i g n o n t o i t . You ' re mo r e « Man w< c om e
to put your names on so...at any point in time you can, because
this is an awesome bill. I int roduced LB 756 b ecause I know
from my o wn p e r s o n a l e xp e r i en c e h o w m uch m ed i c a t i on i s l e f t wh e n
a loved one dies from cancer. Any medication that's l~ft must
be destroyed, and when my husband Rick passed a way t w ~ y ears
ago, I had or three or four thou sand do llars wor th o f
prescriptions that I had to dispose of because there was no
place to take them or to give them away. And it doesn't matter
i f the bill (sic) has ever been opened. It doesn't m a tter ho w
expensive the bills (sic) were. They all must be destroyed. I
th in k t h i s i s a te r r i b l e wa s t e o f g oo d me d i c i n e . I t ' s a l s o
extremely difficult for a g ri eving family member to see this
medicine go t o w a s t e. Th i s b i l l g i ves us t he oppor t un i t y t o
prov i d e med i c a t i o n fo r at l i t t l e or n o co s t t o pe o p l e t ha t ma y
n ot b e ab l e t o a f f o r d t h a t d r u g o n t h e i r o wn . Th e i d ea f o r
LB 756 was b r o u g h t t o me by t h e Ame r i ca n Ca n c e r So c i e t y . I t wa s
based on a br oader drug repository program passed in Ohio in
D ecember and s igned by the i r governor on January 6, 2 0 03 .
Nebraska wou l d be the second st ate to impl ement a drug
repository program if we' re successful in working w ith LB 7 56
and p a s s i n g i t . I chose t o l i mi t LB 7 5 6 t o j us t ca nc e r d r ug s
for tw o re a s ons. The mo r t a l i t y ra t e fo r cance r i s hi gh , and
multiple drugs are p rescribed at the end of a cancer person' s
l i f e . Th a t r e su l t s i n a l o t o f u nu se d d r u gs wh e n t he pa t i en t
dies. I want to st art this program out small so that we can
work out the kinks and keep the costs down. The p rogram c o uld
be expanded a t a late r date to include other drugs for other
fatal diseases in the future. We' re plowing new ground here and
we want to do it the right way the first t ime. We want the
program to wo rk and accomplish our intent. LB 7 56 rrcfires
Health and Human Services and the Board of Pharmacy to establish
a Cancer Drug Repository P r ogram fo r the collection and
redistribution o f unaltered c ancer dr ugs in their original,
sealed, and tamper-evident unit dose packaging. Hea lth and
Human Services an d the Pharmacy Board will develop rules and
r egu l a t i o ns g o v e r n i ng t he p r og r am. Th e r u l e s wi l l i n c l u d e
eligibility criteria and other standards for physician offices,
p harmaci es , h o s p i t a l , a n d h e a l t h c l i n i c s t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e .
They' l l d e v e l o p f o r ms fo r a dmi n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e pr o g r a m f o r
accepting and dispensing cancer drugs. T hey' ll set up a maximum
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