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The question is on the motion to withdraw LB 805. All those i n
favor vote aye; those op posed v ote na y. Plea se rec ord,
Mr. Cl e r k .

CLERK:
w ith d r a w .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: The moti o n is with drawn.. . the b i l l i s
withdrawn. (Visitors introduced.) Next item, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: LB 197 , M r . President, a b ill int roduced b y the
Business and Lab o r Com mittee. (Read tit le. ) B ill w as
introduced o n January 10 of this year, at that time referred t o
Business and Lab or . Bill was advanced to General File. I d o
have committee amendments, Mr. President. (AM0458, Legislative
Journal p a g e 5 89 . )

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you , Mr. Clerk. The Chair would
recognize Senator Vrtiska to open.

SENATOR VRTISKA : Than k y ou , Mr. Pr esident, members o f the body.
LB 197 wo u l d a m end 4 8 - 6 2 1 o f t h e Em p lo y men t S e c u ri t y L aw de a l i ng
with a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f ce r t a i n f u n d s , i n c l u d i n g f e de r a l f u n d s .
New l a ng u ag e wo u l d ap p r o p r i a t e $ 34 , 3 8 0 , 2 03 o f t h e mor e t h an
$48 million distributed to Nebraska through the federal Reed Act
to the Department of Labor for unemployment compensation program
administration. This past fall, federal funds were d istributed
to each state under the Temporary Unemployment Compensation Act
of 2002. The distribution, called Reed Act f unds, are exce ss
taxes that emp l oyers have paid. Thes e funds are flexible and
can be used in various ways, such as employment tax reductions,
trust fund balance enhancement, benefits with some restrictions,
or operations and infrastructure costs related to the operation
of our unemployment compensation system. Nebraska received
$48.3 m i l l i o n . The L eg i s l a t u r e mu st ap p r o p r i a t e t h e f u n d s
before they can be used. The bill, in its original form, asked
for mo r e t h an $34 mi l l i o n a p p r o p r i a t i on fo r t he Dep a r t me n t o f
Labor t o u se on a v a r i e t y o f p r o j e c t s . Th e re s t o f t he mo n ey
was to be left in the trust fund to make a cushion for benefit
payments. The committee, however, asked the department for more
deta i l e d i n f o r m a ti o n o n t he pr o po s e d p r o j e c t s , a n d wh a t t he

30 ayes, 0 nays, M r . President, o n the motion to
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