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We're the food producers. I went home this last weekend and
found out within the ten-mile radius of me there are five young
farmers and ranchers quitting. Part of it is that we're just
constantly getting regulations placed upon us and costs of that.
Right now, if you apply for your permit for a livestock waste
facility, we pay a pretty good fee for that. Then to come along
with an annual fee, it's just more than we can stand. The cost
of doing business 1is getting to where many young people are
saying it's not worth it. And I know many of them, when they
even start to go through all the work to get a facility up to
speed, it could cost 40-50 thousand dollars and they're saying
with the profitability that we‘'ve had it's not worth it; let's
just quit. And I think we're seeing that all over the place and
I think it's appropriate that we leave this the way it is and 1
would be not in favor of passing this amendment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Thank you. Chair would recognize Senator
Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I'd like to
ask Senator Beutler a question, please.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I'm in a rock and a hard spot, because 1
recognize the situation we all are 1in, in this situation.
Senator Beutler, do you know how much money this would raise?
That's essentially my question.

SENATOR BEUTLER: It would. ..

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: An estimate, do you have? 1 don't have the
A bill on this.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Yeah, it was calculated, for purposes of
LB 633, that it would raise $233,000, Senator, in '03-04.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: LB 633 was the number of the bill you said,
right, that you suggested here as an amendment?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Yes.
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