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licensed, if they do that and the other things that are required
for licensing. Currently, if a provider, a potential provider,
refuses to do the training, then they are not licensed, but they
are given an approved s tatus . So we have two cate gories,
approve d a nd l i c en se d . An d a s I u nd e r s t a n d i t , cu r r en t l y t h e
department's practice is that that approved s t atus, whe re you
don' t...you are approved without training, only occurs when the
p rov i d e r i s . ..deals only with their relatives, provides f o ster
care services fo r chi ldren wh o are the ir relatives. Th is
p roposa l w o u ld ma k e so me c ha ng e s . I t wou l d sa y t h a t i f
y ou' re . . .wish to be a foster care provider, you can be licensed
with the training. Bu t if you choose not to accep t the
t r a i n i n g , t h e n y ou c ou l d b e l i c en s e d r a t h e r t h an j u s t ap p r ov e d
And with the committee amendment on the bill, that is subject to
the discretion of the Health and Human Services. They can waive
it on a part basis or they have s ome op t ions on tha t . The
reason f o r t h a t i s t h a t t h e f ed e r a l g ov e r nme n t , i n
paying . . .helping to pay for foster care providers for a c e r tain
g roup o f ch i l d r e n , t h o s e I t h i n k p o v e r t y i s o n e o f t h e ma i n
c riteria and I think the designation is .I believe i t 's IV - E ,
that unless a provider is licensed, the federal government won' t
pay for that. So if we have a licensed category and an approv d
category, as we now do , then the approved providers can be
foster care providers, but that has to be paid f or w it h stat e
funds because i t doesn't qualify for federal funds. Fe deral's
require licensing. So the main gist here is to get a statute in
p lace that allows the state to collect federal funds fo r the se
IV-E foster care kids. Now keep in mind that, as I said, it is
res t r i c t ed d o w n t o t h e p o i n t whe r e th e r e ar e o n l y r e l a t i ve s .
Now it turns out that 'relative' is not defined in the statute
a nd, a t l e a s t i n t h e c on t e x t o f f o s t e r c a r e , i t ' s n o t d e f i n e d i n
rules and regulations. So it turn s ou t that it ' s
inappropriate (sic) to inc lude a definition of a relative. So
i f y ou ' r e g o i ng t o e x emp t a r e l a t i v e f r om t h e t r a i n i n g
requirement to be a foster care provider, then you need to say
what a r e l a t i v e i s , a n d t h a t ' s i n f a c t wh a t t h i s a me n d ment d oe s .
I t ' s a ver y b r oad de f i ni t i on o f 'relative." It states :
'Relative means an y pe r son related to another b y b lood or
marr i a g e t o t he t h i r d d eg r ee o f co n s an g u i n i t y , i n c l u d i n g
steppa r en t an d st ep c h i l d an d a n ad o p t i v e p a r e nt a n d h i s or h e r
a dopted c h i l d . ' So t h i s i s a de f i n i t i o n o f r e l a t i v e t h a t g i v e s
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