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SPEAKER BR O MM:
P edersen .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. Membe rs of the
Legislature, the b i ll is a must. I voted for it in committee
a nd I ' l l v o t e f o r i t h e r e . We n e e d t o h a v e i t . Bu t I wan t t o
b r in g a f ew t h i n g s t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t he bo d y . Wha t Se n a t o r
Synowiecki was talking about, yo u know, and sup e rvision i s
important, but pre tty soon this is going to be costing us some
b ig mo n e y i n t h e f u t u r e i f we do n ' t g e t s ome o f ou r
bureauc r a c i e s a nd st u f f t o g e t h e r i n h ow we ' r e g o i ng t o t r ea t
t hese o f f e n d e r s . An d t h e r e wi l l c ome a t i me wh e n w e ca n ' t l o ck
them all up. We have 7.5 percent of our inmates in the Nebraska
Department o f Cor rections with 4, 000 inmates that are in there
f or s e x o f f en s e s . Th a t ' s p r i s on . We ' v e g o t a sex o f f e n de r
treatment unit o ut at the Hast ings.. . down a t t he L i n c o l n
Regiona l C e n t er t h a t t r e a t s , h a s ab o ut 8 0 pa t i e n t s , s om e o f t he m
f ormer i nm a t e s t ha t a r e p i c ke d u p wh e n t h ey a r e r e l e a se d f r o m
prison, the b iggest sh are of them, and they are put in there
under mental health holds, most of them there for two y ears or
l onger , some t i m e s f o r a l o t l o ng e r , may b e e v e n l i f e . Th ey n e ed
to be if they are a danger to our children and our society. We
also have a hold ing facility for people waiting to go to that
treatment facility out at the Hastings Regional Center, and I' ll
bet there is 15 to 20 more out there, and we' ve got some more up
at Norfolk. This number keeps growing and growing and g rowing.
And we ne ed to do so mething with them. We have a treatment
fac i l i t y at t h e re g i o n a l ce n t e r o u t h e r e . I ' m n o t so su r e a b ou t
i ts success. I know they are doing the best job they know h o w.
I do k n o w t h i s , f r om r e s ea r ch i n g i n t h e l a s t co u p l e o f y e a r s an d
looking into ot her sta tes, there are programs that work. And
there are some people who have finished our program out here at
the Lincoln R egional C enter that are staying clean from these
types of offenses. But for those that can be treated, it takes
a long t i me , a n d i t ' s goi n g t o t ake a l ot of mo n ey . And w e h a v e
to know that up front because that's what we' re going to...where
we n e ed t o p u t t h e s e t h i ng s . I a g r e e wi t h Se n a t o r Br a sh e a r ,
LB 46 wi l l ha v e s ome community p r o g r ams . Hope f ul l y , i t wi l l
work with some of these people who are less offenders and maybe
not need to be locked up. But I just wanted to bring you some

Thank you, Se nator Beutler. Sena tor Dwite
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