
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

Februar y 1 9, 2 0 0 3 L B 54

r eques te d a n d d i r ec t e d t h a t t h ey wo u l d b e r ep o r t i n g b a c k o n
t ha t . But f oster care placement has created so many
d i f f i cu l t i es i n so m any y oung k i ds ' l i ves t hat , t o me , t he
t r a i n i n g f o r e v e r y p e r so n t ha t g o e s i n t o i t s h ou l d s t ay i n
p lace . An d t h a t wo u l d be m y t h ou g h t s a s I v o t e o n t h i s b i l l .
Again, I 'm v e r y s u p p o r t i v e o f t he di sc u s s i o n , o f t he t ho u g ht , of
t he wor k t he c om mi t t e e h as g i v e n t o i t , a n d o f wh a t ou r a g e n c i e s
do in directing foster care. Thank you.

SENATOR CU DABACK: Thank you, Senator Kruse. On with
d iscussion, Senator Erdman. Senator Erdman, your light i s the
last one. You can either speak, or you may close if you care
to.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. I will u se th is
as my closing. I appreciate Senator Kruse's comments. Again,
t he i n t e nt o f LB 54 i s no t t o i n a ny way we a k e n o ur sy s t em o r i n
any way to bring an additional risk to those young people who
are in ou r foster care programs, whether they be wards of the
state, or how they get there. The intent is to allow us, one ,
to access th e add itional f ederal f u nds into our foster care
p rogram t h a t wou l d b e e l i g i b l e f o r t h o se r e l a t i v e s t o b e a b l e t o
t ake c a r e , h a ve t he r es ou r c e s av a i l a b l e t o t a k e c a r e o f t he i r
relatives in that sit uation. A gain , w ith the com m ittee
amendment , a s we l l a s t he i n t e n t o f t h e b i l l a n d t h e d i sc u s s i o n
t hat w e ' v e h a d wi t h t he Dep a r t m en t o f He a l t h a n d Hu man S e r v i ce s ,
this would be done on a case-by-casee basis. This would be done
i n a s i t u a t i on wh e r e t h e d e p a r t m en t s i t s d o wn wi t h t he f ami l y
and says, we need to g o over and look a t s ome o f yo ur
qualifications, some of your background, and figure out whether
or no t y o u a c t u a l l y ne e d t h e t r ai ni n g o r no t . Ther e i s i n no
way a complete waiver to all relatives, as talked about. There
would s t i l l be t he op p o r t u n i t y f or t he de p a r t men t t o say , you
know what, you need to go through the training requirements.
A nd I think that's the right approach. We have worked with n o t
only our department here in the state of Nebraska, but we have
also be e n wor k i n g wi t h r egi on a l HH S, f r om t he f eder al
government . W hat's be i ng pr opo s e d u nder L B 5 4 wi t h t h e
c ommit t e e a m e ndment i s co n s i s t en t wi t h f e d e r a l r e gu l a t i o n s a n d
guide l i n e s and woul d a l l ow us t he oppo r t un i t y t o access
approximately, over the course of the budget, an additional
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