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Senator s D o n P e d e r s o n a n d H a rt n e t t . ( Rea d t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l wa s
read for t h e first time on January 9 of this year, referred to
the Urban Affairs Conlnittee. That contnittee reports the bill to
G enera l Fi l e wi t h n o co m m i tt e e am e ndment s .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Don Pederson, y ou' re recognized t o
open on the advancement of LB 52.

SENATOR D . PEDERSON: Good m o rning, Mr. President, members of
the Legislature. LB 52 simply increases the dollar l imitations
for municipal c ombined p ublic wo rks pr o jects. Curr ent law
authorizes cities of the first and second class, an d vil lages,
t o a g g r e g a t e i n d i v i d u al st r ee t , wa t e r , o r se we r i mp r o v e men t s , t o
form a combined project for the purpose of bidding and awarding
a c o n t r a c t f o r a s i ng l e comb i n e d pr oj ec t . I nd i v i d u a l
c ombine . . . improvement s a r e l i mi t e d t o n o t mo r e t h a n $ 15 , 0 0 0 , a n d
t he ag g r eg a t e co st o f a l l c omb i n e d i mp r o v e men t i s l i mi t ed t o
$50,000. LB 52 would increase the dollar amount to $50,000 fo r
the agg r e g a t e c o st o f a ny i nd i v i d u a l i mp r o v e m en t , a n d $2 0 0 , 00 0
for t h e agg r eg a t e co s t o f a l l c omb i n ed i mp r ov e m e nt p r o j ec t s .
The do llar amo unts ha ve no t been changed for authority since
1961 . I i n t r od u c ed L B 52 on b e h a l f o f t h e L e ag u e o f
Municipalities, who has wor ked steadily over the past several
years with a number of officials from various cities across t he
state, including th e ci t y o f North Platte, in addressing the
p rob l ems t h e y f a ce i n o b t a i n i ng comp e t i t i v e b i d s f o r t he s e
improvements. I beli eve the unambiguous language contained in
LB 52 w i l l pr ov i de t h em wi t h a n a ve n u e an d t h e ab i l i t y t o b e t t e r
u t i l i ze t h e i mp r ov e men t d o l l a r s f o r p ub l i c i mp r ov e men t s . LB 52
was advanced as LB 64 8 la st yea r , and was advanced from the
c onIni t t e e , bu t d u e t o t i me co n s t r a i n t s , we d i d n o t h av e t h e
oppor t u n i t y t o d e b a t e t h i s on t h e f l o o r o f t h e L e g i s l a t u r e .
Just f o r p o i n t o f i n f o r ma t i o n , f r om t h e L e ag u e o f Mu n i c i p a l i t i e s
I hav e f ou n d t h a t wh e n t h e b i l l wa s p a s s e d i n 1 9 6 1 , $ 1 5 , 0 00 h a s
now got the purchasing power of $86, 000 in 2000. So du-ing that
40-yea r t i me l a g , t h e co s t o f i n f l a t i o n h a s ov e r wh e l m e d, a nd 5 0
thousand dollars for the same purchasing power t hat wou ld, in
the year 2000, be able to buy 287, almost 288 thousand dollars.
So th e p oi n t i s t h a t c i t i e s n ow w o u ld h a ve t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o
u se a mo r e r ea so n a b l e f i gu r e t o ga i n mo r e co m p e t i t i v e b i d s t h a n
u nder the current law. So I would urge yo u to adva nce thi s
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