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in February, March, April and May, before we have the benefit of
the last Forecast Board in February and certainly before we have
the Forecast Board available in April. By making a summary
judgment in here, if you will, early in February about what
we're going to consider and what we're not, which is possible
under the rule of 30, let's call it, those can be rejected out
of hand way early in the process, and then we come up into April

and find out we have to have everything on the table. Now
that's the only thing. And I understand, Senator Chambers, once
again, that can cut both ways. If you're inclined to have

something off the table early in the game and 20 of you agree,
we'll never get the 30 votes to put something on that way.
That's the only thing that I can say. And from my...from our
committee's standpoint, the discussions we've had, we are so
concerned about how we are going to arrive at a consensus on
this process, come May 25 let's say. All things have to fall
into place, and as a way I see developing a budget, we're joing
to have to decide in the hearing process what kind of damage is
Joing to be done to Nebraska institutions, and we're going to
have to weigh that against any possible increase in revenue.
And 1 don't think that process and I don't think that decision
is going to be easy, ...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...and I think we need all the time we
possibly can have. I think we need all the information we
possibly can bave. And I think the process that this rule
proposes is a, let's call it, simpler way, taking some of the
political decisions out of it early in the ball game, if you
will. Now I realize some of you will say that's great; I want
to stop any run on my particular area that I want way early in
the game so that I don't have to worry about protecting my area
of the budget. But that's laying it, frankly, on the lire. And
I know it turns into a political process come May. But I think
at this point, making this rule change now and into February,
when we're not talking about a specific issue, is a better time
to make that decision, rather than trying to find 30 votes. ..

SPEAKER BROMM: Time.
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