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6 PURPOSE: The Constitution of Nebraska provides that the

7 Legislature shall provide for free instruction for all persons

8 between the ages of five and twenty-one years and the Nebraska

9 Supreme Court has ruled that statutes related to education should

10 be liberally and broadly construed to provide for free instruction.

11 The Legislature recognizes this obligation and further recognizes

12 that cocurricular and extracurricular activities play an important

13 role in the education of our youth.

14 The purpose of this study is to consider the steps that

15 can be taken to meet the state's obligation, especially with

16 respect to cocurricular and extracurricular activities, to the five

17 thousand exempt students in Nebraska through the public school

18 system. This study shall include, but not be limited to, reviewing

19 Nebraska laws and the laws of other states related to cocurricular

20 and extracurricular opportunities of exempt students, as well as

21 the rules of school organizations applicable to student

22 participation in cocurricular and extracurricular activities. In

23 addition, information shall be gathered on the number of students

24 and types of programs that could be made available to exempt

25 students if Legislative Bill 896, Ninety-eighth Legislature, 2003,

26 is enacted. Input shall be solicited from the State Department of
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1 Education, the Nebraska School Activities Association, the Nebraska

2 Association of School Boards, the Nebraska Council of School

3 Administrators, education professionals, families, parents of and

4 groups representing parents of exempt students, and any other

5 government agencies, groups, or individuals with relevant

6 information as well as any other interested parties.

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE

8 NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION:

9 1. That the Education Committee of the Legislature shall

10 be designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes

11 of this resolution.

12 2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its

13 study make a report of its findings, together with its

14 recommendations, to the Legislative Council or Legislature.
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