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Cash Fund. But the fundamental idea that if we"re going to pass
a primary bill and 1it...and an agency that has to administer
that bill is going to incur costs that we would somehow deny the
costs that they have advised us will be incurred and that our
Fiscal Office has concurred with, the fact...to suggest that we
would not pass an A bill.._.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR WICKERSHAM:  _._.is inappropriate. With that, thank you,
Senator Erdman, for yielding your time.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Byars.

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you. Nr. Speaker. [I"ve certainly been a
strong supporter of LB 1033 and, as a matter of fact, encouraged
Senator Erdman to make this his priority bill because | think
it’s extremely important for rural Nebraska in particular, and I
think the concept in the bill is one that"s very good and one
that 1is encouraging of utilizing the resources that we have in
the state of Nebraska in the best way possible. There certainly
is a difference of opinionon that. But 1 do rise, Senator
Wickersham, because |1 don"t think it makes any difference
there"s $1,100,000 left in theHealthCare Cash Fund. It"s the
fact that all of a sudden people are startingto feel

comfortable, comfortable with raiding this fund on a continuous
basis. And we passed that two days ago and, if you"ll note, the
onlg red light on thatA bill was Senator Byars, and 1 think
probably the only reason lwas the only red light is because
nobody caught it ahead of time. Nobody told us that we were
going to start raiding this Cash Fund again. Could it be an
appropriate expenditure? Yes. Was it done, was this done in an
appropriate manner? No, not as far as I"'m concerned. Those of
us on the Health Committee and on the Appropriations Committee
that have come together to take these funds and utilize them in
the way that we feel is the best use for the people of the state

of Nebraska should be extremely offended, and I am. It has
nothing to do with $1 millionbeing left. You might note also,
Senator Wickersham, theother item atthe end of that sheet is

that $11.5 million have already been taken out of that fund to
balance the budget this year, $11.5 million, which dollars that



