
March 28, 2002 LB 588

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR DEBATE

read a story the other day, I wished I'd kept the whole article, 
about some things in European Countries that decided a little 
different focus on keeping their rural population up. And 
they've done several things in rural initiative. They 
approached it completely different than we have done in the 
United States, where bigness is big and bigness rules, which we 
know. Bigness is the password, the watchword, the forward word, 
every kind of word you want to use, in this country, especially 
in agriculture. They have not done that in Europe...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...and I'm not talking about...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Stuhr.
SENATOR STUHR: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the
body. I do have to respond to Senator Chambers' remarks in 
regard to LB 775. I just want to say that in my community it 
has been very valuable. We have an ethanol plant that now 
employs from 25 to 30 people that we would not have without that 
plant. We have a new Pioneer Seed and Research Center that 
employs over 400 people. I'm hoping that Senator Chambers is 
listening. I don't know that he is, but we do have over 
400 people now that are impli...that are employed in this plant. 
Hughes Brothers, in Seward, is a very large manufacturing plant. 
They have added 60 to 70 new employees. We have a new plant, 
Longview Fibre Plant, in Seward, also in the county, that of all 
things make boxes, and many of the boxes that you use do come 
from that plant. So there...I'm just naming a few in my area 
that have been the result of LB 775. And I think it's been very 
important to the economy within my district and across the 
state. Why do we need this act? In one of the sheets that was 
handed out, it points out that rural Nebraska continues to lag 
behind the rest of the United States and the rest of Nebraska in 
a number of social and economic indicators. For example, recent 
estimates by the census bureau indicate that three of the 
nation's ten poorest counties, and I'm not really very proud of 
that, are located in rural Nebraska. Sometimes, and we've often 
referred to our state as having a two-tiered economy, the rural 
and the urban, unfortunately. And I think this is just one


