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FLOOR DEBATE

scratch tickets every week. You can just count on it. I see 
very few people coining in like they do on the Powerball, for 
instance, when that payout gets up to $100 million, you'll see 
different people coming in and buying those Powerball tickets. 
That's not so with the scratch tickets. You have a certain 
segment of the population that wants to play them. Those are 
the people that participate. If the payouts are better, we hope 
that they will buy more than one. Maybe they'll buy two. If 
they win, they'll probably play...I see people come in and 
they'll take a dollar. If they win $2, they'll buy two tickets. 
And if they win on those, they'll buy four tickets. Sometimes 
they'll walk away, and sometimes they'll keep playing until 
they've lost the dollar that they started out with. So, the 
scratch tickets are not like the other types of gaming. You 
have a certain amount of people that play them, and the idea 
behind the whole bill is to keep the funds, the charities that 
this money is going to, the Environmental Trust and Excellence 
in Education, and the Compulsive Gambling Fund, from going any 
lower than what they are right now. I can show you how that has 
dropped over the years. We made a commitment to those two funds 
that this is where we were going to put the benefits from the 
scratch that the people voted for. This was the people's idea. 
They voted for it, and I think it's up to us to make the darn 
thing a little more viable and not see those funds...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR JANSSEN: ...drop any more. The Compulsive Gambling
Fund, we know that...I'm sure the scratch tickets aren't making 
someone addicted to gaming, in my opinion. That's coming from 
across the river, which we have no control of, and yet, no 
dollars to help those compulsive gamblers from other states that
are causing a big problem. If anyone gets addicted to scratch
tickets, I would certainly like to see that person as pretty 
weak. This is something that... expendable dollars that people 
have. It gives them a chance to win a little something. 
Sometimes the payouts are big, it all depends. I've had a 
couple of...one $5,000 and one $10,000 winner in my store alone. 
So you see, this is what entices people to buy one of those 
harmless little tickets, scratch it off, and maybe...


