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asking y o u  this, if it was y our time I w o u l d n ' t  t ake all this 
time w i t h  you. Wha t d o  yo u  t h i n k  of t a k i n g  away
o ne-half p e r c e n t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  on sales t ax f r om  e v e r y  political 
subd i v i s i o n  that has levied a sales tax.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Y o u . ..you're t a l k i n g  t he local o p t i o n  tax?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Say it again.

SENATOR VRTISKA: You' r e  t a l k i n g  about t he local o p t i o n  sales
tax?

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes. Yes, if we took a w a y  the a u t h o r i t y ... if
we re du c e  that autho r i t y  b y  a h a l f  p e r c e n t  t h e n  th e  state could 
levy a h a l f  p e r c e n t  sales t a x  w i t h  that amount.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Senator, I can b e  v e r y  h o n e s t  w i t h  you, and
ve r y  u p  front, b e c a u s e  I've b e e n  t hat w a y  since th e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
this local opt i o n  sales tax, I ne v e r  d i d  s u pport it. I didn't 
support it b e c a u s e  the area I come f rom th e r e  are n ' t  t hat many 
sales, so it rea l l y  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  t hat m u c h  difference. But when
I go somew h e r e  else and bu y  something, I leave m y  sales tax
mo n e y  for t h e m  to spend. That's a . . . that's a s e l f i s h  approach
from m y  standpoint, b ut it's an a p p r o a c h  t h a t  I've ha d  for a
long time b e c a u s e  I k n o w  that w h e n  I go to L i n c o l n  a n d . . .and 
spend money, L i n c o l n  has an advantage. If it go Omaha, Omaha 
has an advantage, bu t  none of those p e o p l e  ever c ome to my 
community to spend any m o n e y  b e c a u s e  t hey don't have 
a n y t h i n g . . .we d o n ' t  have that m u c h  to buy.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: B u t  w o u l d n ' t  yo u  agree, too, t h a t  the more
ta xin g a u t h o r i t y  w e  g ive to the local subdiv i s i o n s  t h e  less of a 
ta xin g a u t h o r i t y  we can exercise at the state l e v e l .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Absolutely. Absolutely.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you, Senator
Vrtiska.


