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S E N A T O R  CHAMBERS: I s aid y our rural constitu en ts,  I didn ' t  say
you, t h e . . .the r i c h  one.

S E N ATOR VRTISKA: (Laughs) I'm n o t  t he r i c h  one, bu t  I think
that I p a y  m y  f a i r  share, a nd I t h i n k  some of m y  f r i e n d s  w ho are 
in volved in a g r i c u l t u r e  p a y  t h e i r  f air share. But, b e  that as 
it may, I'm r e a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  about t u r n i n g  t o  o n l y  on e  source in 
order to cover th e  shortfall. An d  I guess, y o u  know, I don't 
k now h o w  m u c h . . .do yo u  know h o w  m u c h  it's g o i n g  to take?

SE N A TO R CHAMBERS: S e nat or Vrtiska, I've h e a r d  v a r i o u s  figures
b a n d i e d  about. A n d  I d o n ' t  p l a c e  to o  m u c h  st o c k  in any of them 
except as in th e  b a l l p a r k  guesses. Once w e  sett l e  on some kind 
of a p p r o a c h  t hat ma k e s  sense, t hen w e  c an start f i r m i n g  u p  the 
figures. Bu t  r i g h t  n o w  t h e y  ca n  sa y  30 million, 50 million, 
400 million, a billion, a nd it means n o t h i n g  b e c a u s e  right now 
we're just go i n g  in a circle anyway. So w h e n  it seems that a 
de f i n i t e  d i r e c t i o n  is developing, a conse n s u s  is forming, then I 
w i ll  t a k e  m o r e  ser io u s l y  w hat w e ' r e  doing. Bu t  I t h i n k  you 
c a n . ..you w o u l d  agree that from our d i s c u s s i o n s  t hat w e ' v e  had 
on the floor, w e ' r e  go i n g  in all d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  at the 
same time. O r  d o  yo u  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  that?

S E N ATOR VRTISKA: No, I d o n ' t  di s a g r e e  w i t h  that. A n d  I think
that's unfortunate. I th i n k  w e  n e e d  to zero in o n  t h e  iss ue  and
deal w i t h  it. A n d  I w o u l d  h o p e  that's w h a t  w e  w o u l d  do. A nd I
t h i n k  t h e r e  are some propo s a l s  out th e r e  that, perhaps, wo u l d  do 
that. B u t  it, as y o u  well know, it ta k e s  25 a n d  p robably 
30 vo t e s  t o  ge t  it done.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: W h i c h  do yo u  think is m o r e  l i k e l y  to b e  the
t hing we ' l l  u l t i m a t e l y  sett l e  on? L o o k i n g  at an income tax
increase, or all t h e s e  exotic n o t i o n s  that are b e i n g  presented 
to us t h a t  n o b o d y  agrees with?

S E N ATOR VRTISKA: Well, I do n ' t  s u p port all t h o s e  exot ic notions
y o u ' re t a l k i n g  a b o u t b u t  I w o u l d ... I w o u l d  s u pport  an increase 
in sales and income t ax if that's w h a t  it takes t o  cover the 
problem.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And now, since it's on my time I don't mind


