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support of the Jensen amendment. Regardless of what anybody
says, this is a compromise that 1 think anybody should accept.
I think we are now approaching the area where we recognize that,
in a sense, the people are probably going to...more people will
keep smoking at 30 <cents which is certainly not good, but we

can"t dictate to people how they conduct their [lives. But 1
think 1it"s a fair compromise, and it will put some money into
the...into the 309 Fund that, as all of you knowis sadly
needed. I think that...but in total, 1 think had wedone this
sooner, we would not have the fiscal problem that we"re now
facing. I had said a few years ago when we loweredthe sales

tax for a year, it was the wrong thing to do, and it...l proved

to be right that time. I hope 1"m right this time, and 1 think

I am. I think that setting money aside for future problems that
arise is a good idea. It doesn"t encourage people necessarily

in this body to spend money, but it will encourage them to...to
keep some money 1in reserve which is good in any business if you
have some reserve funds that vyou <can depend on in times of
lean...in._.in lean fiscal times, so I°m going to be supportive
of this amendment and hope that others on the floor recognize
what®"8 happening here, and will see their way to...to help get
this...this attached. And with that, 11l turn the rest of my
time back to the Chair.

SENATOR  CUDABACK: Thank vyou. Senator Vrtiska.Senator
Chambers, on the Jensen amendment.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, on
these discussions 1 can be called an "againer™. I*m "again"
everything. None of this that s going forth makes any sense to
me at all. Shakespeare saw what was happening in here when he
wrote the words, "as a tale told by an idiot full of sound and
fury signifying nothing". This money can be earmarked for any
purpose, and thelLegislature will plunder that fund as this
Legislature did the other day. That®"s why 1 said it makes no
sense whatsoever. You"ve already shown that we got a bunch of
thieves around here when it comes to funds, and now you're
saying, put some more money in a fund, and we thieves promise

that we will not steal it. That makes no sense. That"s why
sometimes it"s hard for me to realize that I'm in a Legislature
rather than bedlam. If you were in one of those places where
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