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ELQQR DEBATE

Again, th e  state of Neb r a s k a  is spe n d i n g  $48 m i l l i o n  a year in 
to b a c c o - r e l a t e d  M e d i c a i d  costs. Tha t ' s  substantial. G o  into a 
n u r s i n g  h o m e  sometime. M y  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  is in one. L o o k  at the 
numbe r of p e o p l e  in those n u r s i n g  h o m e s  t hat are h a u l i n g  that 
oxygen b o t t l e  aro u n d  b e h i n d  them; o x y g e n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are 
suffe r i n g  f r o m  emphysema, w h i c h  is one of t he m o s t  serious 
d i l i b a t e . ..debilitating, h o w  do y o u  sa y  that, d i s e a s e s  that 
there are t hat really d oes hurt i n d ividuals on th e i r  activity 
and th ei r m o v i n g  f rom p l a c e  to place. It is such a shameful 
thing to see those individuals h a v e  to d r a g  that bottle 
eve ryw he re t hey go b e c a u s e  of a s m o k i n g - r e l a t e d  disease. I 
wo u l d  just appeal to yo u  t hat I t h i n k  t hat w e  can s ave the 
youth, we ca n  save th e  adults. M a n y  will quit. That's the 
objective of this tax, and t h e n  it w ill also h e l p  in our 
shortfall t h a t  w e  h a v e  in our budget. I w o u l d  just ask that you 
wo u l d  s u p port t h i s ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR JENSEN: ...for the h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  reasons t hat I have
stated. W i t h  that, I will retu r n  the rest of my time b a c k  to 
the Chair b e f o r e  I die.

S P EAKER KRISTENSEN: S e n ator Hartnett.

S E NATOR HARTNETT: Mr. Speaker, m e m bers  of the body, I rise to
oppose th e  amendment. I suppo r t e d  2 0  cents. I guess I might 
consider 30 percent, as S e nator Landis outlined, and so forth. 
It's 12- an d  1 3 - y e a r s - o l d  is what w e  h ear f rom S e n at or  Foley. 
We h e a r d  it f rom Senator Jensen, and so forth. That is illegal 
because I t h i n k  in this state y ou h a v e  to be 18 to p u r c h a s e  and 
smoke. W h e r e  is our law e n forcement? If t h ere's  all t h e s e  kids 
outside th e  L i n c o l n  schools, wh e r e  are the p o lice? W h e r e  is our 
enforcement? Where are t h e . . .where are the enforcement, if 
we're g o i n g  to stop it. S o meone told me t hat kids h a v e  $100 of 
co n s umable income a w eek in this state to spend. A nd w e ' v e  also 
he a r d  f r o m . . . f r o m  a p e r s o n  testified, I think, a g ainst t his bill 
in committee, is t hat the kids are still b u y i n g  the expensive 
cigarettes. Peop l e  on m o r e  l i mited income are b u y i n g  the 
cheaper cigarettes. This is no t  for health-related.
I t 's ... I ... smoking is addictive. M a y b e  p e o p l e  are g o i n g  to quit


