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Medicaid because of tobacco-related diseases and that tells me
that, no, the smokers arenot paying their fair share, and
statistics will back thatup. You cannot deny those figures.

Now we can hear and we have heard also from certainly the
tobacco lobby that if you do this, everyone 1is going to go
across the borders to buy their cigarettes. They are going to
buy them over the Internet and, again, that just hasn"t
happened. Internet sales, after a 50-cent tax per pack of
cigarettes were increased in California, Department of Health
Services study, released December 26th of 2001, found that tax
evasions through other sales outlets were minimal, minimal.
Overall, 5.4 percent of Nebraskaits...of California smokers
avoided the new excise tax by purchasing cigarettes via methods
not covered by the tax: Internet sales, 4 percent; military
commissaries, 1.9 percent; Indian reservations, 3 percent; out
of state, 3 percent. And, of course, very few teens even
attempted to purchase cigarettes. Remember, we want to target
the teens; teens 11-, 12-, 13-years-old do not have licenses to
drive to anywhere to purchase cigarettes. So it just tells me
that we can target who...the individuals that we want to target
more than anyone else, and that is the youth. This is a health
problem. Senator Landis stated very well that if we raise
cigarette taxes, it should be because of health reasons. This
is a health reason. I can think of no better way to help the
youth of Nebraska, to help those individuals who are already
smoking; and by the $7 million going 1into that control and
prevention program, we"re going to be helping those individuals,
who have smoking addiction, to relieve that addiction through a

smoking cessation program. It can be done. Fifty-cent tax on
cigarettes isn"t too much. There was a poll that was taken
between the 18th and 22nd of January of this year, a scientific
poll; 68 percent of Nebraskans support a 50-cent tax on

cigarettes with the dollars going to health-related problems.
We have people with pulmonary problems, heart problems, even
those with diabetes and those with bone problems, all that can
be helped by eliminating cigarettes. | think it only behooves
us, at this point in time, a 20-cent tax, a 20-cent tax is not
going to have the effect in reduction of smoking that we want.
A 50-cent tax would. It will make the difference. It will make
a difference in the health of Nebraskans and 1 think that we can
do that. Now, again, you might hear from some of the tobacco



