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strong dec i s i o n  of the board t h e n  to carry  it. I w o u l d  suspect 
that no board, obviously, will b e  able to do this. It will have 
to come u p  in the context of the budget. Th e r e  w ill be public 
h ea ri ngs  on the budget, this proposed, and the persons who 
w a n t e d  to mak e their f eelings known could c e r t a i n l y  do so at 
that time.

SENATOR DIERKS: T h a n k  you.

S E NA TO R CUDABACK: T h a n k  you. S e nator Wickersham, your light is
n e x t .

S E NA TO R WICKERSHAM: Well, Mr. President, I'm...I've appreciated
the questions. Again, I want to reiterate that for the schools 
that you see in the outside column, those are schools that even 
w i t h  the exclusion we d o n ' t  a . ..we d o n ' t  th i n k  could fund a
2.5 percent grow t h  in th e i r  bud g e t  w i t h  t h e . . . w i t h  the
3.5 percent grow t h  in local r e s o u r c e s . T hat means that they 
d o n ' t  have enough p r o p e r t y  resources, pe r  student, to fund that 
extra bud g e t  growth. That w o u l d  occur w i t h  or w i t hout the 
exclusion, and w i t h  or w i t h o u t  the cut in state aid. Now, if 
they h ave local resources that grow hig h e r  than 3.5 percent, 
l e t 's say t hey get a 5 p e rcent grow t h  in local p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s , 
then you ' r e  go i n g  to f ind that t h e y  can f und the 2.5 percent 
grow t h  in their budget. Maybe t h e y  can even fund a 3.5 percent 
growth in their budget, but we wo n ' t  k now t hat u n t i l  later on. 
We made a rather c o n s e r v a t i v e  e stimate of grow t h  in local 
resources, and a c onservative g r o w t h  in the n e e d  for increased 
ex penditures in a local school district. We w a n t e d  to m ake very 
conser v a t i v e  assumptions on b o t h  sides so that we w o u l d  know 
what was, in effect, one outside parameter. Again, it isn't the 
issue about, we're  not going to b e  able to change the state aid 
formula, we're n ot going to ra i s e  the levy limitations. I don't 
want to do either one of those things. But, I th i n k  that to the 
extent that this excl u s i o n  that's p r o p o s e d  allows a school to 
make up for the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the state aid that was 
certified to them; remember, t h e y ' v e  re c e i v e d  a letter saying 
that they were going to get "X" numb e r  of d o llars of state aid; 
t hey actually have r eceived a letter saying that they were going 
to get that. It was a sig n e d  letter f rom the D e p a rtment of 
Education. T hey have r e c i t . ..they h ave re c e i v e d  a signed letter

12358


