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those t hat th i n k  the taxes are too high, and th o s e  t hat think 
that roads are lousy. A n d  that's our job, to do t h a t  balancing, 
and it's n ot an easy job, and I t h i n k  it's t he same job we have 
in here, t o  b a l a n c e  w hat we th i n k  Ne b r a s k a n s  are w i l l i n g  to pay. 
I've n e v e r  h e a r d  anyone ask for m ore taxes regardless. Or is it 
our job t o  t ry to m a i n t a i n  a q u a l i t y  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  system in 
this state?

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: Time. S e nator D o n  Pederson.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: Th a n k  you, Mr. Speaker, m e m b e r s  of the
body. S e n a t o r  R e d f i e l d  has as k e d  that we start t a l k i n g  about
n u m bers in c o n n e c t i o n  wit h this m a t t e r  rath e r  t han the
p h i l o s o p h y  of education, b ut t h e y  are so intertwined, it's a bit 
h a r d  to sep a r a t e  th e  two. Th e  only reas o n  t hat we have a
q u a l i t y  u n i v e r s i t y  is b e c a u s e  we, t he c itizens of the state, 
furnish su f f i c i e n t  funds for t hat e d u c a t i o n  to d e v e l o p  and to be 
the q u a l i t y  inst i t u t i o n  that we w ant it to b e  for our young 
people. A n d  w i t h o u t  that c o m m itment of m o n e y  t o  accomplish 
that, w e ' r e  no t  g o i n g  to have a q u a l i t y  institution. I looked 
at the . . . a t  the G e neral Fund financial sta te m e n t  t hat Senator 
R edfield has c i r c u l a t e d  among the group, and it shows
$114 m i l l i o n  off f rom  b e i n g  in b a l a n c e  d u r i n g  this year. What 
Senator R e d f i e l d  is t a l k i n g  about c u tting is about $4 million 
out of t he u n i v e r s i t y  budget. Now, let's just c o m p a r e  the two. 
If yo u  cut 4 m i l l i o n  out of a p r o p o s e d  d e f i c i t  of 114 million, 
num b e r  one, it's no t  go i n g  to do a n y . . . a n y  s u b s t a n t i a l  inroad 
into that d e f i c i t  but, n u m b e r  two, i t . . .you h a v e  t o  see what 
that effect w ill b e  on the p a r t y  f rom w h o m  yo u  t ake t h o s e  funds. 
A n d  we, in the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Committee, S e n a t o r  Coordsen, did 
n o t  app r o a c h  t his w i t h  the idea of any p r e c o n c e i v e d  n o t i o n  as to 
what sh ou l d  or should n ot happen. We felt t hat  our fun c t i o n  on 
the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Commi t t e e  was to eva l u a t e  e a c h  of the 
entities that w e r e  coming bef o r e  us and to m a k e  an as s e s s m e n t  as 
to the effe c t  t hat the v a rious cuts that w e r e  p r o p o s e d  would 
h a ve  u p o n  the q u a l i t y  of those services t hat our p e o p l e  expect 
of these* agencies, and the u n i v e r s i t y  is one of those. N ow I 
h a ve  c i r c u l a t e d  a m o n g  you a c u m u lative effe c t  of b u d g e t  cuts to 
the U n i v e r s i t y  of Nebraska, and I wo u l d  d r a w  y our a t t e n t i o n  to 
that, a nd yo u  w ill see that...I th i n k  we t e n d  to forg e t  about 
the fact w e  h a d  a Special Session. It was so m u c h  fun, I just
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