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those bi l l s  m a d e  the change. Statutorily, o ur c o m m i t t e e  can't 
make a lot of t h e s e  changes b e c a u s e  the s t a t u t e  has to be 
changed. This p a r t i c u l a r  year, there r e a l l y  w a s n ' t  time to 
react to all that. From m y  viewpoint, n e x t  year, if things 
continue as t h e y  are and do n ' t  improve much, we ar e  g o i n g  to 
have to d o  some stat u t o r y  changes to m a k e  some c u t s . A n d  I '11 
invite a n y b o d y  t hat  w a n t s  to m a k e . . . t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h o s e  b i l l s  in 
the areas of th e  services that yo u  w a n t  to cut to d o  that. One 
other thing, and jumping back, I k n o w  I am jumping about, back 
and f o r t h  a little bit, b ut the U n i v e r s i t y  of N e b r a s k a ' s  budget, 
I'll t e l l  y o u  w h e r e  th e  cuts are g o i n g  t o  be, as I see it and 
u n d e r s t a n d  it. If w e  t ake a d d i tional cuts, it's g o i n g  to go to 
e xtension and research. It's g o i n g  to h u r t  th e  v e r y  areas of 
N ebraska t h a t  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d  cont i n u e d  h e l p  w i t h  M a n a gement 
for Tomorrow, the M a i n  Street Program, all of t h o s e  agriculture 
related areas; th e  areas of v a l u e - a d d e d  development. Wh o  is 
going to d o  t h a t  if it isn't the u n i v e r s i t y  e n g i n e ?  That's 
what's g o i n g  to b e  cu t  if we c ontinue to cut th e  u n iversity's 
budget, a nd it's c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  i m p lied to m e  t hat that's what 
will happen. So I t h i n k  a d d i tional cuts, in m y  mind, in this 
area are go i n g  to hurt the v e r y  p e o p l e  that p r o b a b l y  n e e d  the 
he l p  as m u c h  as an y  to t r y  to find a d d i tional areas in rural 
N ebraska t h a t  ca n  h e l p  t h e m selves and m o v e  forward, f i n d  broader 
uses for products, estab l i s h  b r o a d e r  areas for valu e - a d d e d  
p r o d u c t i o n  of s o m e . . .whatever, u s i n g  ba s i c  products, or getting 
b u s i n e s s e s  r e l o c a t e d  in rural Nebraska. Th e  other areas, then, 
that yo u  look, get off of h i g h e r  education, and t h e n  yo u  go to 
the a r e a s ...

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

S E N ATOR WEHRBEIN: ...that h ave increased; state aid to
individuals an d  state aid to local g o v e r n m e n t s . T h a t 's
w h e r e ... t h e y 're 6.6 up, in the m i d d l e  part, state aid to 
individuals, and 4.7 u p  for state aid to lccal governments, 
which, I admit, some of those took, some of there took pretty 
g o o d . ..pretty g ood cuts except for the state aid to education. 
But the p o i n t  is, if we really w ant to cut services, w h i c h  I...I 
think we h a v e  this b a l a n c e  all th e  time to decide, just like we 
do on highways, is it t he gas tax? D o  y ou w a n t  g o o d  roads? I 
m e an  w e  all h ear this. I t h i n k  it's almo s t  a 50-50 balance,


