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those bills made the change. Statutorily, our committee can"t
make a lot of these changes because the statute has to be
changed. This particular year, there really wasn"t time to
react to all that. From my viewpoint, next year, if things
continue as they are and don"t improve much, we are going to
have to do some statutory changes to make some cuts. And 1I°11
invite anybody that wants to make...to introduce those bills in
the areas of the services that you want to cut to do that. One
other thing, and jumping back, 1 know 1 am jumping about, back
and forth a little bit, but the University of Nebraska®"s budget,
I*Il tell you where the cuts are going to be, as | see it and
understand it. If we take additional cuts, it"s going to go to
extension and research. It*s going to hurt the very areas of
Nebraska that desperately need continued help with Management
for Tomorrow, the Main Street Program, all of those agriculture
related areas; the areas of value-added development. Who is
going to do that if it isn"t the university engine? That"s
what"s going to be cut if we continue to cut the university's
budget, and it"s certainly been implied to me that that®s what
will happen. So | think additional cuts, in my mind, in this
area are going to hurt the very people that probably need the
help as much as any to try to find additional areas in rural
Nebraska that can help themselves and move forward, find broader
uses for products, establish broader areas for value-added
production of some...whatever, using basic products, or getting
businesses relocated in rural Nebraska. The other areas, then,
that you look, get off of higher education, and then you go to
the areas...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...that have increased; state aid to
individuals and state aid to local governments. That®s
where...they're 6.6 up, in the middle part, state aid to
individuals, and 4.7 up for state aid to Iccal governments,
which, I admit, some of those took, some of there took pretty
good...pretty good cuts except for the state aid to education.
But the point is, if we really want to cut services, which 1...1
think we have this balance all the time to decide, just like we
do on highways, 1is it the gas tax? Do you want good roads? 1
mean we all hear this. I think it"s almost a 50-50 balance,



