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state of Ne b r a s k a  will no longer c o llect th e  fee. W h e n  the fund 
d rops to $10 m i l l i o n  or less, t hen t he state of Neb r a s k a  will 
reinstate the fee to p a y  for w h a t e v e r  actions h a v e  b e e n  taken 
p l a c e  u p  to t hat time, or w h a t  are c o m m i t t e d  for. I think this 
is something w e  m a d e  a m i s t a k e  four years ago in t a k i n g  the lids 
out. We oug ht n o t  to h a v e  an u n c o n t r o l l e d  f und growth, for 
w h a t e v e r  those reasons m i g h t  have, so we are g o i n g  to p r o pos e 
t h a t . M r . S p e a k e r , w i t h  t hat 1 1d retu r n  th e  r est of m y  time to 
th e  Chair.

S P E A K E R  KRISTENSEN: Senator Beutler. Mr. Clerk, amend m e n t  on
t h e  desk?

CLERK: I do. If I may, right b e f o r e  that. H e a l t h  Committee
w i ll  h a v e  an E x e c u t i v e  S e s s i o n  no w  in R o o m  2022. Mr. President, 
S e n ator B a k e r  w o u l d  move to amend w i t h  AM3212. (Legislative 
Journal pages 1046-1048.)

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Baker, you' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open.

S E N ATOR BAKER: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker, members. A n d  I don't
h a v e  a hard c opy of this amendment. I'm g e t t i n g  some copies 
made, but S e nator C o o r d s e n  d e s c r i b e d  it v e r y  well. I don' t know 
w h a t  I could add to it other t h a n  repeat or r e i t e r a t e  w h a t  he 
s a id  here, and that's that we are cha n g i n g  this b a c k  to similar 
w o r d a g e  th at was in it pr i o r  to 1998, only w e ' v e ... i n s tead of
$3 million, it's a $10 m i l l i o n  m i n i m u m  in th e  fund, and capping
it at $20 million. The exact la n g u a g e  reads t h a t  th e  d e p a rtment 
shall n o t i f y  th e  d i v i s i o n  w h i c h  s h a l l . . . w h e n  it reaches 
$20 m i l l i o n  or more, t he department, DEQ, shall n o t i f y  the 
division, at w h i c h  t i m e  th e  d i v i s i o n  shall s u s pend the 
c o l l e c t i o n  of this fee. A n d  as S e nator C o o r d s e n  p o i n t e d  out, 
it's nine - t e n t h s  of a cent a g a l l o n  on u n l e a d e d  products,
t h r e e - t e n t h s  of cent a g a l l o n  on other products, m e aning
kerosine, dies e l  fuel, and so on. It w o u l d  b e  s u s p e n d e d  on a 
m o n t h l y  basis at such time as it r e ached  $20 million, so it 
would, in effect, say it's s u s p e n d e d  no w  b e c a u s e  t h ere's about 
$31 m i l l i o n  in it, over $30 million. If we t a k e  th e  six m i llion 
out, w e ' r e  d o w n  to t w e n t y - f o u r  p lus m i l l i o n  dollars, so it woul d 
be suspe n d e d  until it g ot clear d o w n  to $10 million. An d  it's 
an important fee but $31 m i l l i o n  is a lot of m o n e y  to be sitting


