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FLOOR PEBAXE

confront and deal w ith one way or the other. An d  since I am not 
going to achieve the p urposes that I h ad in m i n d  w h e n  I started 
this long painful pi l g r i m a g e  on LB 1310, I'm g o i n g  to throw in 
the towel. But on LB 1309 there are some issues t h at I intend 
to g r a p p l e  with, and w h e n  we get to that R e v e n u e  b i l l  there are 
issues that I b e l i e v e  all of us will g r a p p l e  with. What is
trou b l i n g  to me is that unless I w ill be th e  one to be the
ga r b a g e m a n  and raise th e s e  issues t hat we n e e d  to discuss, even 
if we do n ' t  change them, they w o u l d  no t  be discussed. This bill 
would h a v e  gone across the floor and be gone. W h a t  I would
suggest, since m y  c o l l eagues lack the b e l l y  to fight or lack the 
fire in the b e l l y  nee d e d  to fight, every b o d y  stand up and pay
what P a t r i c k  H e n r y  d e s c r i b e d  as his devo i r  to virtue, his
homage, his acknowledgment. E v e r y b o d y  stand up, m o a n  and groan 
about w e ' r e  h a v i n g  ba d  times and I h a t e  to do t his and I'm 
reluctant, b ut I'm g o i n g  to do it anyway. T h e n  just move the 
bill on acro ss th e  floor. A nd if every b o d y  w o u l d  p r o m i s e  to do
that, t h e n  I won 't say any t h i n g  on the bill. B u t  that's> not
goi ng to h a p p e n  b e c ause there are pet projects, pe t  agencies,
pe t  n o tions tha t peo p l e  will stake out t e r r i t o r y  a r o u n d  and want 
to try to per s u a d e  the body in the w ay t h at I've tried to 
persuade th e  body. I h ave b e e n  unsuccessful. A lot of you are 
goi ng to be unsuccessful. But a point will be r e a c h e d  when
we're g o i n g  to h ave  to get enough votes to do something. Even 
if the v o t e  is to do nothing, a vote is go i n g  to h ave to be 
tak en t h a t  will resolve this issue one w a y  or the other. All of 
the things that I b e l ieve I ought to deal with, I'm g o i n g  to put 
forth t h a t  effort, and the reco r d  will d i s c l o s e  w h a t  steps I 
took and wh y  I t o o k  them. I b e l i e v e  I'll h a v e  the opportunity, 
when we get to LB 1309, to talk about that idiotic m a n  w ith the 
funny little bean i e  on his head, called A r c h b i s h o p  E l d e n  Curtiss 
in Omaha. See, you all th i n k  he's a grea t guy, b u t  yo u  don't 
realize t hat he was a Bish o p  in M o n tana for 17 years and he was 
han d l i n g  a case of a pri e s t  accused of sexual ch i l d  abuse, and 
he took tw o  i n c r i m inating letters out of the p r i e s t ' s  file so 
that t h e y  could no t  be found. That's what B i s h o p  E l d e n  Curtiss 
did, and n o w  he wants to p r e t e n d  t hat he's one of t h e s e  straight 
arrows w h o  is looking out for the w e lfare of ch i l d r e n  and 
parishioners. The m a n  is, in ad d i t i o n  to other things, a 
fabricator. He utters falsehoods. An d  there are a lot of 
things I'm going to d i scuss on LB 1309 so you all just get


