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it b e f o r e  yo u  raise taxes? So it's an e c o n o m i s t  t ype of thing. 
On one hand, if yo u  do this, it's go i n g  t o  raise taxes. On the 
other hand, if yo u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  th e  money, wh y  ar e  y o u  taxi n g  me 
m ore to make u p  for s o m e t h i n g  t hat yo u  c o u l d  us e  t hat money, at 
least in th e  t e m p o r a r y  situation? A n d  so i t 's ...i t 's kind of 
like that. I r e c o g n i z e  that th e  m o n e y  w a s  set a s i d e  for this, 
and it d oes p u t  t h e  p r o b l e m  out into t h e  futu r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  if 
there's no t  eno u g h  m o n e y  t o  clo se th e s e  sites. O n  th e  other
hand, w e  # d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e r e  th e  end is. Th e  en d  is not 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in s i g h t . . . i n  sight. T h a t  m o n e y  is s i t t i n g  there. 
In theory, t h a t  m o n e y  w i l l ...i s . ..is a nd w i l l  b e  earning 
interest t h a t  w ill m o r e  t h a n  m a k e  u p  f or t h e  loss of this 
$6 m i l l i o n  in terms of t he amo u n t  that wa s  p a i d  in. So, at this 
po i n t  in time, it seemed to us and th e  committee as the 
recom m e n d a t i o n  f rom t he Governor, that w e  d o  t ake this this
time. It d oes p u t  off a poten t i a l  p r o b l e m  w ell off into the
future, bu t  in th e  sh o r t  term, it solves a. . . a  c u r rent dilemma.
The amount of m o n e y  that wa s  u s e d  represents, as I said, 
one-half y e a r  of revenue. If yo u  get m u c h  b e y o n d  that, it 
w i l l . . . i t  m i g h t  impa c t  pro j e c t s  on an annual ba s i s  but 
one-half a y ear of r e v e n u e  i s . . .is som e w h a t  r e a s o n a b l e  at this 
point or is reasonable, and that's the p o i n t ... t h a t 's the amount 
that we d e c i d e d  to g o  with. So, w i t h  that, I'm g o i n g  to oppose 
the amendment.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Bromm.

SENATOR BROMM: T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker. I... I just want to
comment briefly. I th i n k  t h e r e ' s  t w o  reasons wh y  the fund 
b a l ance is w h e r e  it is. A n d  one is t h a t  in '98 we increased 
t h e . . .the gas ta x  f rom six-tenths of a g a l l o n  to n i n e - t e n t h s  of 
a gallon, and the diesel fuel t a x  from tw o - t e n t h s  to 
three-tenths. And, at the same time, we saw some different 
ma n a g e m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  start to b e c o m e  a p p l i e d  in DEQ, an d  those 
m a n a gement te c h n i q u e s  i n volve d o i n g  m o r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  as to 
the s ev er ity an d  d a n g e r  of a site w i t h o u t  just p e l l - m e l l  going 
in to clean u p  e v e r y  site t hat  came on t h e  radar screen. So we 
slowed d o w n  the e x p e n d i t u r e s  of m o n e y  for actu a l  cleanup, and 
b e g a n  to use the m o n e y  for investigations, w h i c h  wa s  given a 
p r i o r i t y  u se of the funds, and we i n c r e a s e d  th e  coll e c t i o n s  of 
revenue p r e t t y  dramatically, and so w e  w e n t  f r o m  $5 m i l l i o n  in
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