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co nstituents are going to ask you, w h y  is t h e r e  ye t  another fee 
on my p h o n e  bill? All you ' v e  done is raise my p h o n e  bill. 
You ' v e  fr e e d  u p  some G e neral Funds to be sure, b u t  d i d  yo u  cut 
my taxes a c ommensurate amount? No. So all w e ' r e  r e a l l y  doing 
h ere is just tak i n g  more mo n e y  f rom N e b r a s k a  ci t i z e n s  who are 
as kin g us no t  to do that, or at least m a n y  of th e  p e o p l e  I talk
to are saying d o n ' t  ta x  us any more. So, ultimately, I
un d e r s t a n d  the concept, and I r e spect what S e n a t o r  B e utler is 
try i n g  to do. It makes sense to say, let's h a v e  th e  industry
that's r e g u l a t e d  p a y i n g  for its own regulation. That makes 
sense. B ut the c o n cept has not b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  f u l l y  enough. 
And this is the type of th i n g  that I b e l i e v e  we s h o u l d  have an 
interim study, we should have input from the P ub l i c  Service
Commission. T h e re's b e e n  v e r y  little of it. F r o m  w h a t  I know, 
just t a lking informally w i t h  the folks over there, t h e r e  is not 
a great deal of support for this c o ncept s i m p l y  b e cause it 
hasn't h a d  the time to be tos s e d  arou n d  b y  all th e  parties 
involved. An d  the phone companies, w h e n  yo u  t a l k  t o  the phone 
companies, they certa i n l y  do no t  w ant to h a v e  yet a n other fee 
added to the b o t t o m  of a phone bill. So this is a concept who
I...that I b e l i e v e  ma y  have a time and place. Is t hat time and 
place today? I do n ' t  b e l i e v e  so. This n e e d s  a ...this is a 
major chan g e  for the Legislature, a ma j o r  chan g e  for the Public 
Service Commission. This is the type of t h i n g  w e  n e e d  to spend 
some time w o r k i n g  on. I first h e a r d  of the c o n c e p t  w h e n  I found 
out the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  Commi t t e e  was go i n g  to i n c l u d e  it here, 
or...or allow it to be an amendment. B ut t h e r e  has n o t  been, in 
my mind, enou g h  d i s c u s s i o n  on the c o n ce pt  for us to move it 
forward this year. So I'm going to oppose the amend m e n t  now, 
but I'm certa i n l y  v e r y  m u c h  in support of an o n g o i n g  discussion 
on the concept.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. Speaker, m e mbers of the body. I'm going
to support Senator Beutl e r ' s  a m e n d m e n t . . .excuse m e . .. t h i s . . .the 
amendment of the committee. It is Senator Beutler's, but it was 
LB 1249. I just looked here. I ...it d id h a v e  a hearing, for 
those that say it's somewhat of a surprise and so f o r t h  and so 
on. T h e . . .the first sentence of his text says th e  intent of the 
Legi s l a t u r e  to reduce the General Fund to Pub l i c  Service
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