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next b i e n n i u m  and you'll h a v e  n o  effect.

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Bruning.

SENATOR BRUNING: Mr. Speaker, m e m b e r s  of the Legislature, I
rise in o p p o s i t i o n  to t he amendment. A n d  I d o n ' t  stand here 
often to cl a i m  t hat I'm an expert on m a n y  state agencies; the 
Public S e r v i c e  C o m m i s s i o n  is...is one I w o u l d  c l a i m  to know 
extre m e l y  well. If y o u ' v e  ever seen th e  m o v i e  "C a d d y s h a c k ", 
w h e r e  the judge walks in a nd the two guys are p l a y i n g  cards and 
he looks at t h e m  and says, do n ' t  y o u  h a v e  homes, well, 
t h e s e ... t h e s e ... t h e s e  folks at the Public S e r v i c e  Commission, I 
t h i n k  t h e y  look at me and some of th e  others t hat ar e  there with 
such r e g u l a r i t y  t hat t h e y  look at us a nd say, d o n ' t  yo u  have a 
home? I'm over t h e r e  a lot. An d  I u n d e r s t a n d  t his p l a c e  well. 
A n d  m y  w i f e  u sed  to be g e neral counsel th e r e  so I u n d e r s t a n d  how 
it works. As I take a look at this m e c h a n i s m  t h a t  Senator 
Be utler h a s  laid out here, the p r i n c i p l e  of it is good. I mean, 
what he's t r y i n g  to do is h a v e  t his agen c y  d i r e c t l y  funded by 
the industries t hat i t ' s...that the agen c y  is regulating. The 
p r o b l e m  w i t h  it h e r e  is ultimately, all we ' r e  g o i n g  t o  d o  is end 
u p  r a i s i n g  th e  amo u n t  t h a t  Ne b r a s k a ' s  cit i z e n s  p a y  fo r  services. 
B e c a u s e  w i t h  t his t h e r e  is no d o l l a r - f o r - d o l l a r  d r o p  in our 
G e neral F u n d  app ropriation; it's just a shift. M a y b e  that's 
appropriate; m a y b e  it's not. Bu t  I do n ' t  feel like w e ' v e  talked 
about it at length, like that c o n cept has b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  at a 
hearing, to a d e q u a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t his is th e  time. I 
feel like we ' v e  got th e  cart ahead of the h o r s e  here. We're 
t e l ling t he Pub l i c  S e r v i c e  Commission, figu r e  ou t  a funding 
mechanism, we'll let yo u  k n o w  if it's okay. It o u g h t  to be the 
other w a y  around. W e . . .we ought to d e s c r i b e  w h a t  it is w e  want 
in a f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  and ask t h e m  to imple m e n t  it. All this 
is g o i n g  t o  b e  is a t a x  shift. Folks are go i n g  to e n d  u p  paying  
m o r e  on th e i r  p h o n e  bills, b e c a u s e  if we a s k th e  Pub l i c  Service 
C o m m i s s i o n  to ta x  the e ntities it regulates, y o u  t h i n k  they're 
going to take t hat out of their pro f i t s ?  Of c o u r s e  not. I 
mean, w h a t  t h ey're g o i n g  to d o  is t h ey're go i n g  to pu t  another 
line item on the b i l l  and t h e y're go i n g  to call it leg islative 
mandate, m a n d a t e d  fee, and it's g o i n g  to b e  r i g h t  t h e r e  at the 
b o t t o m  of e v erybody's ph o n e  bill, $2 a month. A n d  your 
c o nstituents are g o i n g  to ask yo u . . . o r  even $1 a month. Your
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