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495 c h i l d r e n  age five t h r o u g h  n ine w ho w e r e  k i l l e d  in 1999, 
55 p e r c e n t  of those c hildren w ere not, were n o t  restrained; more 
than h a l f  w ere no t  restrained* T h i r t y - t h r e e  percent,
apparently, were a c tually r e s t rained in a seat belt, but my 
qu estion wo u l d  be is, b y  my math, and I'm no t  a mathematician, 
that leaves another 12 p e r c e n t  out there that we d o n ' t  know, 
were t hey in a b o o ster seat, w ere t hey in some k i n d  of a child 
safety seat. An d  t hen another qu e s t i o n  that arises w i t h  that is 
w hen you look at statistics of this sort, h ow can we be assured, 
ho w  can we be g u a r a n t e e d  that if t hey were in a b o o s t e r  seat 
that t h e y  wo u l d n ' t  be a part of those f a t alities? Again, just 
co min g arou n d  full circle, I stand to s u pport S e n a t o r  Bromm's 
floor amendment, FA914, and I w o u l d  urge yo u  to d o  the same.
B e c ause I do b e l i e v e  that we all have, at th e  h e a r t  of this
matter, is that we w ish to p r o v i d e  for our c h i l d r e n ' s  safety and 
for the safety of chi l d r e n  in the state of Nebraska. But I 
think we can di s a g r e e  on h ow we go about in p r o v i d i n g  for that 
safety. A n d  I t h i n k  Senator Bromm's a m e n d m e n t  is a good 
compromise. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you. S e nator Quandahl. Senator
Thompson, on the B r o m m  amendment.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Th a n k  you, Mr. President. M e m b e r s  of the
body, I oppo s e  th e  amendment. An d  I know S e n a t o r  B r o m m  is 
saying, well, you get two-thirds of the bill and I should feel 
pre t t y  good about that if...if it goes forward, b u t . ..but it 
does b r e a k  fa ith for me with the peop l e  w ho w o r k  d a i l y  in this 
area who b r o u g h t  this to us. Several s enators attended, or some 
and some of their aides, a m e e t i n g  this fall w h e r e  w e  discu s s e d  
this p r o b l e m  w ith the law. The p r o b l e m  remains. The problem
remains, if you take this s e ction out, that we h a v e  ch i l d r e n  who 
weigh too little and are too short, t hat are r e q u i r e d  to be in 
an adult safe t y  r e s t r a i n t . An d  the p a r e n t s  t h i n k  that t h a t 's 
what the law is and, therefore, t h e y're more like l y  t o  abide by
that, an d  it's a dangerous situation. I k n o w  we d o n ' t  like to 
tell pe op l e  what to do, and Senator B r o m m  says w e  shou l d n ' t  be 
telling p a rents w hat to do. But if w e . . . i f  we c a r r y  that out, 
most of the laws t hat we make in the state are t e l l i n g  people 
what to do. An d  t h e y're done b e c a u s e  we have a p u b l i c  policy 
re s p o n s i b i l i t y  to m ake sure what we enact in s t atu te  is safe.
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