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FLOOR DEBATE

outpatient p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs has risen c o n s i d e r a b l y  faster in 
r ece n t  years. F rom 1999 t o  2000 alone, s pending on retail 
o u t p atient p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  incre a s e d  19 percent. The
Ne b r a s k a  C o n s o r t i u m  for S e n i o r s . . . o r  for C i tizens with 
Disabi l i t i e s  also state the h i g h  cost of p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs has 
a di s p r o p o r t i o n a l  impact on p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  b e cause 
ma n y  are on fixed incomes a nd often p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs are 
ne c e s s a r y  to alle v i a t e  symptoms a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  their 
disability. Simp l y  put, access to a f f o r d a b l e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
me d i c a t i o n  is essential from a q u a l i t y  of life p e r s p e c t i v e  and, 
in some areas, for life itself. As advoc a t e s  f or peo p l e  with 
disabilities, we s t rongly r e c o m m e n d  L B  1148 a nd its r e c o gn it ion  
of the e conomic impact p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g  cost h a v e  on our 
society, and str o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  th e  us e  and st u d y  to identify 
e ffec t i v e  ways to p r o v i d e  n e e d e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs for all 
Nebraskans. Now, v hat m i g h t  a study entail? I just w ant to 
m e n t i o n  to y ou that NCSL, in a recent p ublication, menti o n e d  
w h at  other states are doing. I w o u l d  like to t h i n k  N ebraska 
c o u l d  join in w i t h  this. NCSL, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the n o r t h e a s t e r n  
p a rt  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s — Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
N e w  Hampshire, N e w  York, Pennsylvania, R h o d e  Island, and 
V e r m o n t — h a v e  joined tog e t h e r  on a p u r c h a s i n g  p ool and to 
address th e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s . At a m e e t i n g  that was c onvened 
in November, seven s t a t e s — Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, 
Missouri, N ew Mexico, So u t h  Carolina, and W e s t  V i r g i n i a — were 
s e ek in g a m u l t i s t a t e  b i d  to serve an e s t i m a t e d  1.4 b i l l i o n  
pub l i c  employees and t h e i r  families. The seven states w ill pay 
out about $853 m i l l i o n  for e mployee p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  claims alone. 
W e s t e r n  officials, incl u d i n g  Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming, h a v e  ha d  discussion. Both 
chambers in Idaho and W a s h i n g t o n  State p a s s e d  reso l u t i o n s  in 
2001 fav o r i n g  joint p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  purchasing. I t h i n k  t hat is 
one area that w e  c o u l d  enter into and on, matt e r  of fact, 
A p r i l  4th, I, al ong w i t h  a coup l e  m e m b e r s  from the H e a l t h  and 
H u m a n  Services D e p a r t m e n t . ..
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SENATOR JENSEN: ...will go to Kansas City to a reforming states


