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variety kinds of prescription and nonprescription drugs. What
is not clear 1is what the role of the state should be in
addressing those concerns of those such as elderly, persons with
mental illness, those with disabilities who need prescription

drugs but can"t afford to pay for them. For many, the
consistent use of prescription drugs is essential to maintaining
their basic activities of daily living. Prescription drugs help
to avoid the need of higher medical care and provide many other
potential benefits. The development, testing, manufacture,
marketing and use of prescription drugs is a very costly,
competitive, and profitable business. It involves conflicting

interests and complex and often antithetical relationships
between pharmacy companies, pharmacists and pharmacies, doctors
and other healthcare professionals, insurance companies,
consumers, and government vregulators and elected officials.
State Legislatures have developed various policy...public policy
responses to the issue. According to the National Conference of
State Legislators (sic- Legislatures) and others, state
legislative responses can be divided into really three broad
categories: one, subsidizing programs, subsidizing drugs; two,
price controls; three, the bulk purchasing or pooling
arrangements to purchase drugs. The challenge for the Nebraska
State Legislature is to adopt public policy in the area that
adequately addresses the needs of all parties that 1is cost

effective, sustainable, and avoids excessive government
regulation, and encourages private sector involvement and
personal responsibility. The Health and Human Services

Committee conducted an interim study hearing on the issue on
August 24th of 2000. No legislation was introduced on a subject
in year 2001. LB 1148 requires the Health and Human Services
Committee to conduct research and make recommendations relating
to the provisions of prescription drug assistance in Nebraska.
The bill requires the committee to consult with certain people
and organizations in developing these recommendations.
Recommendations must be provided to the Legislature and to the
Governor before November 1st of this year. The cost of any of
developing proposed legislations on issue with interested
parties will be paid for under the terms of LB 692, that was
passed last year. LB 692 required the committee to oversee an
evaluation and planning study relating to health and human
services in this state. This would be one of the topics within
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