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va riety kinds of p r e s c r i p t i o n  and n o n p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s . What 
is not cle ar is w hat the role of t he state should be in 
a d d r essing those concerns of those such as elderly, p e r sons with 
mental illness, those w ith d isabilities w ho n e e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  
drugs bu t  can't afford to pa y  for them. Fo r  many, the 
consistent use of p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs is essentia l to m a i ntaining 
their basic activities of da i l y  living. P r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs help 
to avoid th e  nee d of high e r  medical care and p r o v i d e  m any other 
p otential benefits. The development, testing, manufacture, 
m arke t i n g  and use of p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs is a v e r y  costly, 
competitive, and pr o f i t a b l e  business. It involves conflicting 
interests and c o mplex and often antith e t i c a l  r ela ti ons hi ps 
b e t w e e n  p h a r m a c y  companies, phar m a c i s t s  and pharmacies, doctors 
and other he a l t h c a r e  professionals, i n s u r a n c e  companies, 
consumers, and g o v e r n m e n t  regulators and e l e c t e d  officials. 
State Legisl a t u r e s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  v a rious p o l i c y . ..public policy 
responses to the issue. A c c o r d i n g  to the N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of 
State Legi s l a t o r s  (sic— Legislatures) and others, state 
legislative responses can be d i v i d e d  into real l y  three broad 
categories: one, subsidizing programs, s u b s i d i z i n g  drugs; two, 
price controls; three, the b u l k  p u r c h a s i n g  or pooling 
a rrangements to pu r c h a s e  drugs. The chall e n g e  for th e  Nebraska 
State L e g i s l a t u r e  is to adopt pub l i c  p o l i c y  in th e  area that 
ad e q u a t e l y  ad dresses the needs of all p a r t i e s  t hat is cost 
effective, sustainable, and avoids e x c e s s i v e  government 
regulation, and encourages p r i vate sector invo l v e m e n t  and 
personal responsibility. The H e a l t h  a nd H u m a n  Services
Committee condu c t e d  an interim study h e a r i n g  on th e  issue on 
August 24th of 2000. No l e g islation was in t r o d u c e d  on a subject 
in year 2001. LB 1148 requires the H e a l t h  and H u m a n  Services 
C ommittee to conduct r esearch and m ake r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  relating 
to the pr o v i s i o n s  of p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g  a s s i s t a n c e  in Nebraska. 
The b ill r equires the committee to consult w i t h  c e r t a i n  people 
and o r g a n i zatio ns in de v e l o p i n g  these recommendations. 
R ecommen d a t i o n s  m ust be p r o v i d e d  to the L e g i s l a t u r e  and to the 
G ov er nor  befo r e  N ovember 1st of this year. The cost of any of 
d e v e l o p i n g  pro p o s e d  legislations on issue w i t h  interested 
parties will be p aid for under the terms of LB 692, that was 
p ass e d  last year. LB 692 r equired the commi t t e e  to oversee an 
e v a l uation and pl a n n i n g  study r e lating to h e a l t h  and human 
services in this state. This wo u l d  be one of the topics within
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