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SENATOR VRTISKA: Th a n k  you, Mr. Speak er  and m e mbers of the
body. I b r o ught this b ill b e f o r e  yo u  today, LB 1018, and like 
most of the bills you've b e e n  h e a r i n g  this morning, it's a very 
straightforward, simple b ill that does p r o v i d e  some correction 
in w hat I c ons ider a p r o b l e m  in t he...at the c o u n t y  level. This 
bill was he a r d  before the Government, M i l i t a r y  Affairs (sic) 
Committee on Fe b r u a r y  13th and it was adv a n c e d  out of committee 
on a 6-0 vote w i t h  1 absent, 1 not voting. Basically, what the 
bill does, if the county, if any coun t y . . . a s  p r o b a b l y  many of 
you know, the county b o a r d  of com m i s s i o n e r s  are the 
bud g e t - m a k i n g  autho r i t y  at th e  cou n t y  level and, interesting 
enough, b e c a u s e  m a n y  county boards, b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  o nly in the 
co urt ho use  one da y  a week or one da y  ev e r y  other week, in some 
cases only one da y  a month, t h e y  don't h a v e  the mat e r i a l  before 
them or p e rhaps the expertise in order to do the budgets, and so 
for years and years t h ey've tur n e d  to the coun t y  clerk and asked 
them to p r epare the bud g e t  for the county. As t ime went by and 
because b u dgets beca m e  more and more complex, some of the county 
clerks decided, b e c a u s e  it was n ' t  a p art of their job 
description, t hat they shoul d n ' t  be, in fact, h a v i n g  to do that 
and take the extra time. And, by the way, if you ' v e  ever done 
any of these b u dgets for c ounties you w o u l d  k now t hat it takes a 
tremendous amount of time. I h a p p e n  to know, b e c a u s e  the year 
that our coun t y  clerk retired f rom the office and the ne w  clerk 
came in, said that she did n ' t  w ant to do the b u d g e t  b e cause it 
wasn't a p art of her job description, I took it u p o n  myself to 
do the budget. I learned a g r e a t  deal t h r o u g h  t hat experience 
because y ou h ave to go to the cou n t y  clerk 's  office in order to 
get the m a terial to fill out the n e c e s s a r y  forms and it 
ta kes .. .it  takes a great deal of w ork and a great d eal of time. 
And the county clerks, b e cause of their amount  of duti e s  they're 
re quired to do, didn ' t  feel it was their ob l i g a t i o n  and, as I 
said before, u n d e r  their job d e s c r i p t i o n  is no t  their obligation 
to do the budget. So what's h a p p e n e d  in m a n y  counties, they 
started to offer the coun t y  clerks some extra funds for doing 
the budget for the county board. That's inte r e s t i n g  because 
they could h ire the county treasurer, the cou n t y  assessor, or 
one of the county c o m m i s sioners or anybody else to do that for 
them, but under the o riginal statute they could not pay the 
county clerk, w h i c h  always seem e d  rather stran ge  to me. And, 
yet, as I indicated, some of the coun t y  clerks, b e c au se  they


