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state governments, subdivisions in Nebraska, and other states

and nonprofit organizations. The current statute is silent on
the department®s authority to enter into contracts regarding the
sale of its braille products. And LB 951 would provide the

department with the express authority to enter into such
contracts, and this would recognize a common business practice.
The department®s braille program has a national reputation for
quality and timeliness of service in delivering products to 1its
clientele. And, in addition, braille services are not meeting
the need nationwide. It would seem that allowing the department
to expand its braille program would provide a win-win
opportunity through servicing visually impaired people and
providing a worthwhile program for the inmates. I think 1it's
vitally important that we support efforts that give inmates the
opportunity to perform useful work and provide them with job
skills that they can use upon release from prison. Passage of
LB 951 will help this cause. I respectfully ask you to advance
LB 951 to Select File. Thank you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Mr. Clerk, motion on the desk.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Chambers would move to bracket
the bill until April 10, 2002.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Chambers, you're...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: ...recognized to open.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...Mr. President, members of the Legislature.
I1"d like to ask Senator Engel a question or two about this bill,
which 1 think is a very good bill.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Engel.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But there 1is an issue that | want to explore
with him.

SENATOR ENGEL: Yes, Senator Chambers.



