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state governments, subdiv i s i o n s  in Nebraska, and o t h e r  states 
and n o n p r o f i t  organizations. The current s t atute is silent on 
the depart m e n t ' s  autho r i t y  to enter into contr a c t s  r e g a r d i n g  the 
sale of its b r aille products. An d  LB 951 w o u l d  p r o v i d e  the 
de p a r t m e n t  w i t h  the express autho r i t y  to enter into such 
contracts, and this w o u l d  recog n i z e  a com m o n  b u s i n e s s  practice. 
The d e p a r t m e n t ' s  b r a i l l e  p r o g r a m  ha s  a n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  for 
q u ality a n d  t i m e liness of service in d e l i v e r i n g  p r o d u c t s  to its 
clientele. And, in addition, b r a i l l e  s ervices are no t  meeting 
the n e e d  nationwide. It w o u l d  seem t hat a l l o w i n g  th e  d e p a rtment 
to e x p a n d  its b r a i l l e  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a win-win 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t h r o u g h  servi c i n g  v i s u a l l y  i m p a i r e d  peo p l e  and 
p rovi d i n g  a wo r t h w h i l e  p r o g r a m  for the inmates. I think it's 
v i tally impor t a n t  that we support efforts t ha t g ive inmates the 
oppo r t u n i t y  to p e r f o r m  useful w o r k  and p r o v i d e  t h e m  w ith job 
skills that t h e y  can us e  u p o n  release f rom prison. Passage of 
LB 951 will h e l p  this cause. I r e s p e c t f u l l y  ask yo u  to advance 
LB 951 to Select File. Th a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Mr. Clerk, m o t i o n  on the desk.

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator C hambers w o u l d  m o v e  to bracket
the bill un t i l  April 10, 2002.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Chambers, y o u ' r e . ..

S E NATOR CHAMBERS: T h a n k  y o u , ...

S P EAKER KRISTENSEN: ...recognized to open.

S E NATOR CHAMBERS: ...Mr. President, m e m b e r s  of the Legislature.
I'd like to ask Senator Engel a qu e s t i o n  or t wo about this bill, 
wh i c h  I t h i n k  is a v e r y  g o o d  bill.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Engel.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But th e r e  is an issue that I w a n t  to explore
wi t h  him.

SENATOR ENGEL: Yes, Senator Chambers.


