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ELQQR DEBATE

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Aguilar, you' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open
on your amendment.

SENATOR AGUILAR: T h a n k  you, Mr. President. M e m b e r s  of the
body, the amendment, in essence, is LB 293 as a m e n d e d  b y  the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee. But, I guess first of all, I'd like 
to thank Senator Tho m p s o n  for b r i n g i n g  he r  bill, LB 1073 
forward, an d  for a l lowing me to amend onto it. T his is d esigned 
to save the lives of a few children, and save th e  q u a l i t y  of 
life for others. E a c h  year chi l d r e n  an d  adults, r i d i n g  in the 
cargo a rea of a truck, or even on th e  h o o d  of a car, are injured 
or killed. T his amend m e n t  is an eff o r t  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  numb e r  of 
p e r sons u n d e r  the age of 18 i nvolved in this t y p e  of accident. 
A  recent lett e r  to th e  editor in the Omaha W o r l d - H e r a l d  t o l d  the 
story of a young child riding in the cargo area of hi s  dad's 
pickup. A n o t h e r  dri v e r  ran a re d  light and hi t  the truck. The 
b o y  was thro w n  out of the tr u c k  and t h e n  ran over b y  the truck 
his father was driving. The bo y  d i e d  at t he scene, c r a dled in 
his fat h e r ' s  arms. E ven t h o u g h  hi s  father m ay h a v e  b e e n  driving 
carefully, he was no t  careful eno u g h  w i t h  hi s  m o s t  precious 
cargo, hi s  eleme n t a r y - a g e  son. A l e g e n t  H e a l t h  w r o t e  me, in 
favor of L B  293, n o w  AM3082, saying t h e y  often see p e o p l e  in the 
e mergency room wh o  h ave b e e n  i n jured f rom r i d i n g  in the portion 
of this vehicle. That is not d e s i g n e d  for passengers. An 
e mergency room n u r s e  wrote me w i t h  stories of injuries and 
t h anking me for intr o d u c i n g  the bill. T he T r i - C i t y  SAFE KIDS 
o rganiz a t i o n  was the impetus for this bill. T hey do an 
e x c e l l e n t » job of educ a t i n g  p a rents about the p r o p e r  u s e  of child 
safety seats and other types of r e s t r a i n t s . T h e y  s u p port this 
wholeheartedly. This amendment, if it b e c o m e s  law, will not
apply to p e o p l e  in parades, or y o u n g  p e o p l e  wh o  m a y  b e  in the
ba c k  of a truck, in order to do t h e i r  job. It a lso will not
app ly to a v e hicle that has added seats an d  r e s t r a i n t s  to the
cargo area as long as t h e y  m eet or exce e d  f e d eral safety 
standards. If a v i o l a t i o n  of this n a t u r e  occurs, an officer can 
ticket th e  driver. The fine for this o f fense is a m i n i m a l  $50. 
E duc a t i o n a l  efforts b y  SAFE KIDS h a v e  r e d u c e d  th e  number of 
p a s s engers riding inappropriately. Bu t  s t a t istics still show 
t hat m o r e  than h alf of the rep o r t e d  injuries and deaths from 
p eop l e  trave l i n g  in the b a c k  of the trucks or on th e  h o o d  of the 
car are children. W h e n  I m o v e  a fine p i e c e  of f u r n i t u r e  in the
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