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ELQPR DEBATE

S e s s i o n , 2 0 0 1 . )

S E N ATOR SCHIMEK: S e nator Brashear, w o u l d  yo u  l ike to open on
your amendment?

S E N ATOR BRASHEAR: Yes, M a d a m  President. T h a n k  you. M e mbers of
the body, AM1127 seeks to m a k e  an a d d i tional p o i n t  w i t h  regard
to the act. In 1997, at another of th e s e  c r u n c h  times. Senator
B e u t l e r  a n d  I r e a c h e d  a compromise. A t  that time, t h e  C ampaign 
Fi nance L i m i t a t i o n  A ct wa s  sched u l e d  to a p p l y  to th e  1998 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  election, and t h e r e  w as a g e n u i n e  cha n c e  that 
there w o u l d  b e  d e mands on th e  f und t h a t  c o u l d  no t  b e  sustained. 
There was a p o t e n t i a l  m e l t d o w n  on th e  horizon, s i m i l a r  to the 
one that is g o i n g  on, as w e  speak, in M a s s a chusetts. Rather
than r i s k  t hat scenario, we a m e n d e d  th e  C a m p a i g n  Finance 
Li m i t a t i o n  Ac t  so that it w o u l d  ap p l y  only to th e  L e g islature 
and such other offices as the co m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  ought
to be c o v e r e d  b a s e d  on th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of funds. Those
a m e n dments saved the act from poten t i a l  disaster, b u t  t h e y  were 
only a b a n d - a i d  and no t  a cure. This a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  revoke the 
changes m a d e  in 1997. It w o u l d  m a k e  th e  act a p p l y  to all 
offices i n  all y e a r s  r e g a rdless of th e  amount of funds available 
to s a t i s f y  th e  p a y m e n t s  req u i r e d  thereunder. It w o u l d  require 
us, in effect, to p ut up, as the p h r a s e  goes, to p u t  u p  or to 
shut up. Eith e r  w e  m e a n  ev e r y t h i n g  w e  s ay in t h e  p r e a m b l e  to 
the act, or w e  don't. Let m e  r ead t h e p r e a m b l e  to th e  act,
please: The L e g i s l a t u r e  finds that t he cost of r u n n i n g  for
statewide offices and legi s l a t i v e  seats ha s  r i s e n  g r eatly and 
that m a n y  q u a l i f i e d  c a n d idates are exc l u d e d  f r o m  th e  democratic 
sy ste m as a res u l t  of such ris i n g  cost. T h e  Legislature, 
further, finds t h a t  the U n i t e d  States S u p r e m e  Court has 
indi c a t e d  that an y  li m i t a t i o n  on c a m p a i g n  e x p e n d i t u r e s  must be 
en t e re d into v o l u n t a r i l y  and t hat th e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of public 
finan c i n g  of campaigns is a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p e r m i s s i b l e  w ay in
w h i c h  to encourage c a n d idates to adopt v o l u n t a r y  campaign 
sp ending limitations. The Legislature, further, finds that 
u s i n g  p u b l i c  funds to assist in the f i n a n c i n g  of campa i g n s  for 
ce r t ai n state w i d e  offices and l e g islative seats, in conjunction 
w i t h  v o l u n t a r y  ca m p a i g n  spending limitations, w ill i n crease the 
num b e r  of q u a l i f i e d  c a n d idates a ble to r un for office. The 
L e g i s l a t u r e  finds that there is a co m p e l l i n g  state i nterest in


