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provide more..._.more profit, or more value to the hog, for
instance, by feeding it corn, or the cattle by feeding it corn.
We add...we add value to cattle by breeding programs that
provide for the right type of rib eye, for instance. And we do
it to hogs by providing for the right type of leanness. The
American people have asked us to produce hogs that are lean, and
we can do that. We can do that by selective genetics. But the
problem becomes, after we add the value, who isgoing to pay us
for the value we add? All the corporationswant the value-added
products. They admit that they want us to do this, but they
don"t want to pay us for it. Bottom line for corporate America
is make dollars for the stockholders, the shareholders. Make
sure that those people make money. They don"t really care about

the guys that are producing the product. We <can"t pass laws
that provide conscience for the packers. That isn"t going to
happen. We can"t say, look packers, we®"ve got this bill out

here and 1it"s going to give you a conscience and you have to
start paying us for the product that we raise, the value we add.
When the economists come and tell us about all these wonderful
things, the ag economists, they tell us, well, we had a...we had
a special economist come in from the northeast someplace, |
think Minnesota or Michigan or someplace, to talk to this task
force that Senator Wehrbein and I were on a couple of years ago,
and he told us all these wonderful things. He said, you"ve got
to add value and you®ve got to do this and you®"ve got to do
that, and this is salvation for production agriculture. When 1
asked him the question, how do we get paid for the value we add,
he looked stunned, like, 1 don"t know what...l1 haven"t been
asked this question before; I don"t know. Well, 1 know, and 1
know that somehow or another we®ve got to get corporate America
to start paying us for the products that we raise, and we do
that by doing country of origin labeling, we do that by putting
a ban on packer ownership of livestock, ...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR DIERKS: ...we do that by making them report prices to
us, fair reporting. Ilhere®"s a lot of things we can do and we"ve
done some of that in this Legislature. We need to do it
nationwide. If we had a ban on packer ownership nationwide

that"d be the biggest boon, the biggest advantage that the
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