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General Affairs Committee, who has worked long and hard on this
issue, Tfor three years to be exact, and | am most grateful that

the bill is here on the floor so that we can discuss the
gambling 1issue, perhaps 1in a broad framework this year. 1 do
think it is time for senators to weigh 1in on this issue,
particularly the issue of tribal gaming. It has been almost ten

long years since the Legislature passed LB 231 which directed
the Governor to compact with the Indian tribes, and they have
been waiting and waiting and we have not acted. 1 think that
the public is ahead of us on this issue. In poll after poll
after poll, the public supports the idea of tribal gaming in our
state and iIn other states as well. Last week, | passed out to
you a survey from California. California, as you may or may not
know, has recently passed a constitutional amendment to allow
tribal gaming 1in their state, and it has been in effect for
several years now and the people of California responded on a
recent survey with overwhelming support for tribal gaming— 78
percent. A recent local TV station here in Lincoln recently did
their daily survey and 69 to 31 percent of Nebraskans responded
positively to that survey, and it happens over and over again.
But 1 think this...that LR 6CA not only allows a discussion of
gaming on Indian reservations, but it also allows us the
opportunity to speak to a Jlarger picture. There are two
petition drives and two other constitutional amendments that
have been introduced 1in the Legislature this year, and if
Senator Pederson will forgive me for saying this, the trains are
leaving the station and we need to know where we want to go and
which train to ride. We also need to know why we are riding the
trains. What do we hope to find when we get to our destination?
Is it more tax revenue? Is it expanded gaming only in selected
areas of the state? Or is it a slot machine in every nook and
cranny of the state? |Is it a public policy that would recognize
the inherent sovereignty of the four tribes of Nebraska and give
them the ability to take charge of their own lives? Or is it a
combination of some or all of the above? | recently or just
this morning passed out a handout that talks about gaming...the
history of gaming in the United States and in this state, and |1
would like to just briefly go over that with you. In 1831, you
had a Supreme Court case, ChFIEQftCC MaAlon V, Cecrqift/ in which
the court said that the Indian nations have the full legal right
to manage their own affairs, govern themselves internally, and

10263



