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CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Dierks would move to suspend the
rules, specifically Rule 3, Section 20(b), to permit 
consideration of a motion to place LB 1257 on General File 
notwithstanding the twenty-day provision required.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Dierks, you're recognized to open
on your motion to suspend the rules.
SENATOR DIERKS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Members of the
Legislature, I think everybody knows exactly what we're doing. 
We've been around the floor and tried to count votes and we've 
visited with people about this. It's our attempt, Senator 
Cunningham's and mine, to bring back to northeast Nebraska a 
rural district. The legislative bill that was adopted last 
spring took District 18 away from the...the mrnber away from 
northeast Nebraska and placed it in the metropolitan area of 
Washington and Douglas County. Ten years ago. District 21 was 
taken away from northeast Nebraska. That doesn't seem that that 
is an equitable way to do things, to take that district away
from us twice. There are other places that that could have
happened. We were in a bit of a crunch for a place to do it. 
We knew that there was, at that time, there was no other 
district available, but at the time that Senator Coordsen 
announced that he was not going to be a candidate again next 
year or this year we looked at the possibility of using that, 
his district, as the one to...to be...his number to be the one 
that would go to Douglas and Washington County and we would get 
our county back. So when we developed the legislation, and
I...I visited with Senator Coordsen about this before we did it,
as we developed this legislation we decided, and I left specific 
instructions with Justin, on my staff, that we were not going to 
touch any district in Omaha or Lincoln. The metropolitan area 
was not going to be touched and we were not going to touch as 
many districts as we possibly could. It turns out, I think, 
that we have adjusted •ten districts. Four of those districts 
the senators don't care for the legislation; six of them they 
do. I think that you should know, to begin with, that this was 
not done with any malice on my part. I didn't do it because I 
was trying to hurt somebody, because I wasn't. I was trying to 
help myself, that's kind of selfish; help Senator Cunningham, 
that may be a little bit selfish; but help the people in
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