
May 16, 2001 LB 543

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

friend, and this friend knows what it means to be gay, and will 
spread the word, and now that child is a pariah, betrayed by a 
person who was thought to be a friend. When you get into
religious circles and you talk about Jesus and Judas, you get 
all teary-eyed about the way Jesus was betrayed. But that may 
have happened and it may not have happened, but there is not the 
same concern when actual children who live among us right now 
are betrayed by a friend, and set upon by society in a way worse 
than that in the case of Jesus. Teachers are not supportive. 
Administrators are not supportive. And when an effort is made 
to create some kind of support system for these children, the 
adults jump in and they add their viciousness, their 
dyed-in-the-wool hat indelible viciousness and encourage 
children to be cruel and even brutal to other children because 
of their sexual orientation. These kinds of subjects are not 
discussed on the floor if I don't bring them up because my 
colleagues want to pretend they don't happen. That's why I 
think it is so hypocritical what is said about paying these
teachers and doing so much for the schools. Unconscionable
things go on in these schools and the children are not the focal 
point. Do you know when the children become a focal point?
When, let's say that President Kennedy, I meant former
President...former President Clinton misbehaves, and these 
hypocrites who come from states where they have common law 
marriage, that means you shack up long enough and you're treated 
as legally married, that Congressman Barr, who has been married 
and divorced several times, the leader of the effort to get a 
federal law against same-sex marriage. All of them talking 
about, well, the children, you can't have same-sex marriage, 
what will the children think? Well, what do the children think 
in your state when if the people down the street are shacking up 
and they shack up long enough so that they are considered 
married and the kids know what common law marriage means. You 
don't have to get married to somebody, you just stay with 
somebody and have babies and live with them, and that's as good 
as anything else. That's what common law marriage is. That's 
what's happening in most of these southern states where those 
strongest Christians, so-called, come from. Many of those 
Congressmen have been married and divorced and married again and 
divorced. Look at Newt Gingrich, wife on her deathbed, they 
thought because she had cancer. He dumped her for a younger
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