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ELQQR DEBATE

a very...I think a very civil discussion about a subject that's 
really pretty hard to discuss in great detail. This is 
something unusual that we do. It has federal ramifications, 
federal overtones. Our congressional boundary lines on a 
day-to-day basis, as we sit here in the Legislature and we do 
our work, we pass our budget, we pass our laws, there are very 
few times when the particular congressional district that our 
counties are a part of will become a very big issue here in the 
Legislature. This is one of the very few times that I...since 
I've been here in nine years that I can remember even discussing 
anything that had to do with our...with our congressional 
representation. The other time might have been, most notably, 
was when we...we voted whether or not to allow for one vote for 
President per congressional district, and I'll remind all my 
democratic friends...do I have any democratic friends in 
here... there's a hand, (Laughter) there are two hands, three 
hands (laugh)...that I did vote for that. And so I just had...I 
didn't even plan on bringing that up but I thought about it and 
so there aren't very many times that we do that. Now, the 
guidelines that we have adopted do say, in the congressional 
district portion, whenever there is presented to the Legislature 
more than one plan that will substantially vindicate the 
objectives, preference will be given to the plan that provides 
the greatest degree of population equality. I say that again 
simply to emphasize that this plan has not even one person 
deviation. But in order to accomplish that, you do have to 
split two counties, one county being Sarpy County which has to 
be split, I believe. In any way that you cut this baby up, no 
matter what plan, there's going to be some division in Sarpy 
County. This plan, the amendment I am proposing, has a very 
small split in...what county was that...Gage County, in the 
northwest corner, and I know that that doesn't sit well with the 
representative from that area, but it isn't going to be met with 
open arms by almost anyone no matter what county that we do 
split. So I simply ask you to think about no matter what plan 
you adopt you are going to...you're going to split some county 
to some extent. I don't think the community of interest 
argument with Saline and Gage County is quite the same kind of a 
situation as you have in Madison County. I contend that Madison 
County is the hub of that area in northeast Nebraska; and if 
that has any relevance whatsoever, you'd be separating the hub


