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an open process, It has been fairer. We have had helpful staff,
not that they weren®"t helpful last time, but things did proceed
in a more orderly fashion this time. Part of that 1 suppose is
because the computers are faster this time, too. But staff has
been very helpful. We"ve had good legal guidance, and we had
the Kkinds of public hearings | think that were necessary to
have. By making them accessible to people all over the state,
we did get good input from a lot of areas. And probably if we
were honest about iIt, we would probably say that depending on
the plan that was introduced, you naturally bring out different
parts of the state; but we did give everybody who was affected
by the plans an opportunity to speak. 1 think that the way the
redistricting task force worked was very beneficial. And it
kind of goes to the amendment that is going to be introduced
pretty soon, and I don"t know how procedurally this will work.
But the understanding this time around was that the urban areas
of the state would work within their own areas to try to develop
plans for their particular areas, realizing and recognizing that
there was going to be a shift because of the growth iIn the urban
populations. There was kind of a gentlemen-ladies®™ agreement,
if you were, that that is the way we would work. And then that
once the Omaha and Lincoln areas were finished with their work,
then that is when the rest of the state would be redistricted.
A very difficult part of that | think this time around was the
fact that we had the Madison County decision from ten years ago
hanging over our heads so to speak. And that meant that there
were three counties in the state that we really had to work
around. If that had not been true, if that had not been part of
the procedure this time, 1 think it would have been a lot
easier to do redistricting in the rest of the state once you got
past the Omaha and Lincoln, areas. But the truth of the matter
is nobody really wanted to challenge that idea, although 1 think
it's going to be ironic when we get to Congressional
redistricting and we talk about dividing a county, the county
that took us to court last time is saying now, well, it wouldn"t
be too bad if we divided it between Congressional districts.
But nevertheless, that 1is one of the provisions on our
constitution that we at least have to take into consideration in
a very serious way. I would like to...

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
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