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FLOOR DEBATE

uplifting to black people. And they would get a very large 
black woman, they'd put a bandanna around her head, and then let 
her work in the big house with the slave mistress. And she's so 
concerned about "little Missy Ann". Little Missy Ann sniffled, 
and she said, oh Lord, good God to Goshen, is Missy Ann sick? 
Is Missy Ann in trouble? Missy Ann need help? And we're looking 
at that, and we're supposed to like that? And white people just 
laugh, and that's what we're supposed to be. I hated it then, I 
hate it now, I hate the people who did it. And so the black 
woman, while her child is dying from malnutrition and pneumonia 
in the slave huts, these white people have that woman in 
Missy Ann's kitchen, looking after her white child because her 
white child's got the sniffles, and the black child is dying, 
and the black woman is more concerned about a white child with 
the sniffles then her own child. And that's where you-all get 
these notions that we don't care about our children. It's why 
you think I will stand on this floor and let these programs that 
condemn our...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...children to a life of illiteracy are going
to be allowed by me. You think I don't care about my children, 
because you judge how I feel about my children by the way we, as 
black people, are "misportrayed" in movies. Well, I'm here to 
teach you something and show you how much we care about our 
children, and I'm not going to let mine be sacrificed in order 
that yours can have a convenient way through this system. There 
are articles in here that point out that our children, on a 
massive scale, had to change schools in mid-year. If that was 
going to happen in a rural school, this Legislature would be up 
in arms. If it happened in Lincoln they'd be up in arms. But 
in Nebraska, in Omaha, it only happened to black children, 9,000 
of them, so let them change school in mid-year. Uproot them, 
when there is no plan in the schools where they're coming, new 
grades added to schools that had never been there before, and 
the teachers and the principal at that school...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: .did not have training or assistance in


