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And I'm not sure that the $5.7 million, or whatever it is, in
this part of the budget is going to...5.4? Thank you, Senator
Suttle...is going to save LB 305. But...l mean, LB 305, we"re
talking about close to $50 million. But I don"t like the idea
that this is what we can do for teachers this year, because 1
don"t think this does anything for teachers. It does something
for future teachers. It doesn™t do anything for teachers that
are already in the classroom. And that concerns me greatly.
Senator Chambers, you know, the Titanic doesn"t have to sink if
it has the right captain and the right crew members and they see
that iceberg up ahead. It would be possible to save the
Titanic. Maybe there®s another way around that iceberg. Maybe
we don"t have to use sales tax. Maybe we could do it another
way. But 1 would certainly like to save any kind of money we
can. And 1 wouldn®t be...1 mean, 1"m actually favorable to this
program, and would like to continue to support it, but not with
the attitude that this is what we"re going to do for teachers
this year, because it doesn®"t do anything. Somebody told me
recently...and I don"t...1 haven "t verified this, 1 don"t know
if it"s true or not...but that California is looking for 80,000
teachers next year. Eighty thousand teachers? Could that be?
That*s more than four times the number of teachers, or
approximately,...! think Nebraska has about 22,000 teachers,
something in that vicinity. If that"s true, the competition is
going to get nothing but fiercer. We are going to have
competition from every other state looking for teachers. Right
now, 1 think teachers are discouraged. I think they"re
demoralized. I think they“re overextended. And I think that
this body needs to address the problem this year. Somebody was
in my office this morning, and she was telling me about her
brother who"s teaching, and he loves teaching. He loves what he
does and he"s good. He not only teaches from the book, but he
takes kids out into the environment to study nature. And the
kids are so excited about it. But for a number of reasons he"s
discouraged, and he"s thinking about leaving teaching. | really
weep for our children if this all comes to pass; if teachers get
to the point where they decide they can no longer afford to be
in the classroom, they aren®"t getting the kind of support they
need from the public, and they leave. It would be too bad. So,
Senator Thompson, [1"ve supported your bill last year, 1 still
like your bill, 1 still would like to do this, but I1"m not going



