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added to the bill. Itwas another bill and it has to do...lI
hope you will open up the booklet to those pages. It has to do
with optometrists and ophthalmologists and their relationship
with mail order contact lens houses that may be located in state
or may be located out of state. And 1 think that when you look
at a bill like this, it"s necessary to look at it from a couple
of different perspectives. One is the perspective of what is
good medical practice and what should be there to protect the
public in terms of good practices. And the other perspective is
the economic perspective and what is in or is not in this bill
in terms of protecting consumers iIn the interplay between
optometrists and ophthalmologists and the mail order contact
lens houses that provide contact lenses at a lower price iIn many
instances. And part of my interest in this particular bill
comes Tfrom a personal experience. The last time that 1 went in
to have my eyes checked and to get contact lenses, and when 1
ordered the contact lenses, 1 got them right there at the
optometrist™s office because it was convenient. But at the same
time, 1 knew that within a month or two I would lose one of my
contact lenses, | am not very good at keeping track of them, and
that on down theline before very much more time had passed, 1
would lose another one and 1 wouldbe ordering at least once or
twice in the next year probably additional contact lenses. So 1
asked the assistant who was helping with the contact lenses
there if | could have a copy of my prescription, and she said it
was not the practice of the office to give a copy of the
prescription. And, of course, | wanted the prescription because
I was thinking about using these mail order houses who had the
cheaper price, and you can®t use them without your prescription.
So 1 said that 1 thought 1 had a right to my prescription, and
she replied that, no, that it was not the practice, the doctor
didn"t allow them to give out prescriptions, written
prescriptions. And 1 had further conversation with her and
further insisted that 1 should be able to get my prescription.
Well, she eventually went back and asked the doctor, and the
doctor said, sure, give him the written prescription. But by
that time what lingered in my mind was, did 1 get the
prescription because 1 was State Senator Chris Beutler, and
would Chris Beutler®s constituents, if they had walked into that
office and asked for their written prescription, would they ever
have gotten iIt? Secondly, how many of them would have known



