
April 10, 2001 LB 462

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELOQR DEBATE

SENATOR BROWN: Thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Landis.
SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, both
Senators Beutler and Senator Brown have said, look, is there 
room to compromise? I am not exactly sure what's the nature of 
the debate here. Senator Beutler said, look, maybe the problem 
is that we fear that this causes abortions and then we could 
build a higher wall. Senator Beutler, I've been listening to 
the debate and I don't think that higher wall is the source of 
the argument. It was last year, it's not this year. It seems 
to me that there isn't a dispute any more for an argument by the 
proponents that fetal cell tissue research causes, induces, 
suggests, encourages, rewards or alters abortion practices one 
iota. It doesn't. There is no...any evidence to it, and those 
claims which were made last year are not being made this year 
because we've moved on to a different argument. The argument is 
not susceptible, I think, to the higher wall. Senator Naxwell, 
I think, made the case. I think he argued it relatively well. 
I think he's stepped off the floor but his I think is an 
indicative...is an indication of the nature of the problem. He 
was saying, for example, it is a relationship with an immoral 
act. The death penalty is an immoral act. We shouldn't use the 
body of somebody who was put to death by the state for research 
nor should we do it in this case. It seems to me that were 
Senator Naxwell here I'd encourage him to ask...answer this 
question. In the event somebody was put to death and their next 
of kin donated their body for an organ transplant, would it be 
immoral to take that heart and put it into another body, if the 
mother of that person asked for, encouraged, and consented to 
such an act? Secondly, I think a better analogy would be the 
case of a murder victim. In fact, I think murder might be a 
legitimate analogy that Senator Naxwell might make to abortion 
so the question is, should the parents of a murder victim be 
able to consent to an organ donation that might save another 
life. Certainly the person has been murdered, that's an immoral 
act. I think it stems from the same thing, we don't want to
encourage murder. We don't want good to come from bad and 
thereby making the bad seem less bad. If that's the argument.
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