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from the date of issuance and changes and adds provisions to the 
destruction of controlled substances. Section 18 adds
provisions from LB 285, which was introduced by Senator Janssen, 
and allows pharmacists to sell hypodermic syringes or needles to 
prevent the spread of infectious diseases without violating 
current drug paraphernalia laws. The amendment clarifies the
distinction between the license of pharmacists and pharmacies 
required by the passage of LB 819 in the year 2000. One or more 
important parts of the amendment deals with expansion of the 
current authority of pharmacists to enter into delegated
dispensing agreements. This authority for pharmacists is 
especially important for home health agencies that distribute 
medical gases or oxygen. An Attorney General's Opinion, as 
Senator Suttle mentioned, last year confirmed that the federal 
government's decision to designate medical gases as prescription 
drugs, the committee amendment allows medical gas distributors 
to lawfully dispense under a delegated dispensing agreement with 
a pharmacist. Delegated dispensing is addressed also in 
Section 47-49 of the amendment. Section 47 permits a pharmacist 
to delegate dispensing tasks and functions under specific 
conditions and limitations by entering into a delegated
dispensing agreement as a basis of issuance of a delegated
dispensing permit. Required contents of a delegated dispensing 
agreement are provided. Section 48 of the amendment provides 
anyone who has entered into a delegated dispensing agreement to 
apply to the Department of Regulation and Licensure for a 
delegated dispensing permit. A hospital with a pharmacy license 
is not required to pay the prescription, or excuse me, the 
prescribed fee for a delegated dispensing permit. A permit must 
be issued by the Department when the application and a delegated 
dispensing agreement complies with the law and when public 
health and welfare is protected and public convenience and 
necessity are promoted by the issuance of a permit, and the 
applicant has complied with applicable inspection requirements. 
Public convenience and necessity are presumed if the applicant 
is a hospital, public health clinic, dialysis drug or device 
distributor or a medical gas distributor. Section 49 relates to 
required inspections of delegated dispensing sites and requires 
an inspection fee for such inspections. Section 56 requires 
that the Director of Regulation and Licensure to approve 
formularies as used by individuals dispensing permit to a
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