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definition of dependents will clarify that professionals can be 
assisted by the LAP, or Licensee Assistance Program for all 
forms of dependence, not just substance abuse. Specific 
revisions to the Uniform Controlled Substances Act include the 
following: One, penalties for professionals practicing in a
state of intoxication are increased from a Class III misdemeanor 
to a Class IV felony. Two, the records retention requirements 
for pharmacists will be reduced from seven to five years in all 
cases, and changes are contained which will make it easier for 
pharmacists to comply with the inventory requirements which 
penalties increase for noncompliance. Three, expiration of all 
prescriptions for controlled substances will be established at a 
six-month period. And, four, pharmacists and other
practitioners will be provided with greater flexibility in 
utilizing the multiple federal options for the destruction of 
controlled substances, a change which should decrease the 
expense and time required for the destruction of controlled 
substances and should also free up time for pharmacy inspectors 
to perform professional tasks requiring greater expertise than 
disposing of controlled substances tablets. The final revision 
in LB 39C relate to the Pharmacy Practice Act. In general, 
these changes make corrections to the Poison Control Act and 
remove outdated language. It also authorizes delegated 
dispensing agreements which...under which dispensing without a 
pharmacist present will be allowed for other 
pract...practitioners, when a pharmacist has agreed under 
certain specific conditions to delegate dispensing authority for 
this purpose. The concept of delegated dispensing is not new, 
as public health clinics and dialysis drugs or device 
distributors have operated under drug dispensing permits for 
many years. Authorization of the transfer of original 
prescription information for Schedule III, IV and V controlled 
substances between pharmacies for the purpose of refill 
dispensing and establishes the parameters within which such a 
transfer may take place, and allow pharmacy technicians under 
the pharmacist's supervision to train other pharmacy 
technicians. Delegated dispensing agreements will be used in 
emergency rooms to allow nurses to dispense drugs to emergency 
room patients and by medical gas distributors to dispense 
oxygen. These provisions are of great interest to the oxygen 
dealers because federal law classifies medical gas as a


