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two, has created some kind of a mutual insurance program where 
the state has provided either a loan or some initial financial 
backing for a mutual company to be formed by the insurance... or 
by the filling station tank owners. And so it's somewhat of an 
elaborate program. I think that, as far as the cost of 
insurance, the big cost would come in the initial site 
assessment, to determine whether or not it was an insurable 
site. And I am told that on the average, that initial site 
assessment, depending on the number of tanks and so forth, could 
be in the range of $7,500; it could be more. And then the
insurance, if it would be available, depending on the age of the 
tank and so forth, could be $500 for the newer tanks, per tank, 
or higher than that; $750 or more per tank if there's some age 
on it. And we're going to continue to look at this whole 
scenario and gather information. The fact that we're extending 
the deadline, I think, is a signal to the tank owners that we 
realize we can't leave them out there with no place to turn and 
cause them to incur an expense that would cause them to close up 
their station. However, I don't' think they should take this as 
a signal that this is going to continue forever. I think that 
there will be continued efforts to asses the availability of 
insurance, or should be. I know that there will be legislative 
efforts to do that. I hope the industry themselves will work on 
that, and continue to keep us informed as to cost of insurance, 
availability, and the feasibility of developing a scheme to 
eventually wean ourselves away from the state providing the 
coverage. But it doesn't seem like that is practical right now. 
So I would encourage the body to advance LB 461.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you. Senator Bromm. Senator Preister,
you're recognized. And this will be your third time.
SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President, and this will be my
last time, so I don't need anymore than that. I appreciate the 
cooperation on this bill. There are very good parts of this 
bill. Senator Coordsen talked about the opportunity for grant 
funds to go to be able to use the crumb rubber in projects, 
particularly at some colleges, I support that. I think we've 
done a good thing to deal with emissions in the bill, in that we 
are going to ban any grant monies from going to tire derived 
fuel. And I think there's a direct connection between that and


