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into the state. Essentially, this is a planning activity to 
determine in advance a plan for rapidly mobilizing and 
coordinating resources to respond. The department shall, two, 
conduct surveillance activitiea to detect and monitor the 
presence and spread of new diaeaaea. And three, the department 
ia supposed to establish voluntary herd certification programs 
and maintain a livestock herd health registry to document 
livestock producers and managera' adoption of disease best 
management practices and disease-testing protocols. It is 
anticipated that credible documentation and certification 
programs will enable producers to add value to their livestock. 
These activities are to be conducted with the assistance and 
advice of livestock health advisory committees formed for the 
various species of livestock. The bill as introduced includea 
some incidental cleanup provisions to statutes when included 
within the bureau's statutory authority. These include 
amendments to 54-742, which currently requires veterinariana and 
livestock owners to report all contagioua livestock diseases. 
LB 438 would amend thia statute to authorize the department to 
develop rules to focus diseaae-reporting protocols on those 
diseases posing the greatest potential for economic harm to the 
industry. The bill alao increases the size limitation for 
carcasses that may be disposed of through composting. You 
remember, two years ago I think we gave them the authority to 
compost up to 300 pounds. This legislation will advance that 
from 300 to 600 pounda. Finally, the bill exempts the transport 
of dead or diseaaed animals to a veterinary clinic or diagnoatic 
lab from the prohibition to off-premiae removal of dead animals, 
and a permit that is required for the movement of diseaaed 
animala across county lines. The current law pertaina to the
driving or shipping of liveatock herds. This change would 
enable one or two animala to be taken to a veterinary hospital 
or diagnostic center for inspection and diagnosis. The main 
thruat of the bill, however, ia to engage the resources of the 
Bureau of Animal Induatry in proactive rather than reactive 
meaaures to livestock diseaae. The prudence of this approach is 
only made more apparent and more urgent by the prevalence of 
diaeaae outbreaka in other nationa. The possibility of a 
foreign animal disease incursion is magnified by the mobility of 
society today and trade agreementa such as WFO and NAFTA. I 
believe that LB 438 represents a prudent step toward assuring
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