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I"'m telling you that there"s going to be several reasonable
amounts of money that we will not be able to stand come 25th of
May. That"s all 1 can tell you. We have several twos and three
hundred thousands up here starting to go through. 1 don"t know
whether they are or not. It"s just...so I can"t tell you the
right answer today. 1 just want you to reflect a little bit as
you make this decision. Whether some of these predictions will
come true, I don"t know if they will or won"t, but I°m going to
start making my stand today. I"'m going to vote no on the
amendment and 1711 vote...l hope...l guess if the A bill, if it
does pass and the A bill comes with it, 1 will stick to my
principles and support the A bill if we support this amendment.
But I think we need to start considering what is critical and
what is not to this year"s budget. None of us knows what"s
oing to happen in the next twof or three weeks as far as revenue
orecasts. That"s my big concern. We"re not at this point
hurting, based on February 25th forecasts, but there"s a lot
happening out there in that big world. 1"ve turned particularly
pessimistic because what"s happenin% in world trade, which is
agriculture; what"s happening in the ivestock situation with
foot and mouth and BSE and all of these things. 1 can"t help
but turning pessimistic. But because we"re in a world economy,
Nebraska®s economy is going to followalso. And a lot can
happen in the next three or four weeks ofwhat our  forecasts
could be. It"s the unknown that I*m afraid of, it"s not the
known, but 1 just want to provide that word of caution here as
we head home for this long weekend. Things may not be nearly as
pretty next week when we come back. Thanks.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Wehrbein. Senator
Chambers, recognized on the Pedersen amendment.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
notwithstanding Senator Wehrbein®s words of caution, 1"m going
to support Senator Pedersen®s amendment. There may be some
question in the minds of others as towhy this amendment is
necessary and whether or not it is already covered by existing
statute, so I would ask Senator Pedersen a question.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Pedersen.



